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Lesson for August 30 in this issue 


Lesson 9.—Jacob Seeks God’s Help. 
Genesis 31 to 33. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
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For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D 


At All Times 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 
Psalm 34 


are we so sparing of our 
praise? — 
A little here and there — When tender 
skies 
Drop fatness, and a radiant rainbow 
plays 
About the mist, we lift adoring eyes, 
And paeans to our Heavenly Father 
rise. 


‘We would not say a thrush showed 


special grace 
Who swelled with melody his Mttle 
throat 
Only on cloudless mornings; yet we hide 
our face 
When days are bleak; we strike a 
plaintive note, 
- As if God fro 
remote. 


PF uncaring and 


It was not on a day of spoil, and rest 
After the battle; that young David 
soared 
To such sublimity of praise; but when 
hard-pressed, 
“Famished and faint, he magnified the 
Lord. 
And so may we, if we will trust His 
Word. 


“Birds with Gladder Songs” 


War has not completely silenced the 
birds, nor killed all the flowers, nor 
blotted all the blue from the skies. Dur- 
ing the last war General Allenby found 
some relief in off moments as he watched 
the birds of Palestine through his binoc- 
ulars, and enjoyed “the lilies of the 
field,” and no doubt there are nature 
lovers in this present mighty conflict 
who are glad to rest their weary eyes 
for a few moments on the flowers and 
shrubs of far-away places and birds of 
the land and sea. The story of a rather 
pretty incident has come from Canada. 
The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
has two camps in Ontario, one for boys 
and one for girls. Before the camps 
opened a few weeks ago some of the 
leaders went up to prepare for the com- 
ing of the campers. The leaders joined 
in a chapel service on Sunday, and a 
group of the girls sang Wade Robinson’s 


well-known hymn in which are the 
lines: 
Heaven above is softer blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green { 
Something lives in every hue 
Christless eyes have never seen: 
Birds with gladder songs o’erflow, 
Flowers with deeper beauties shine, 
Since I know, as now I know, 
I am His, and His mine. 


“Just when they reached the part in the 
second verse which says, ‘Birds with 
gladder songs o’erflow,’” writes the 
nature study teacher, “a little song spar- 
row right overhead in the pine trees 
burst forth into song. I have no doubt that 
the Lord caused him to be there, and to 
sing just at that moment.” “All thy 
works shall praise thee, O Lord.” Per- 
haps it was a reminder, too, that “one 
of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father. ... Fear ye not 
therefore, ye are of more value than 
many sparrows.” 


Our Nation at Prayer 


Its Issues and Conditions 


T IS critical for us all that we should 
understand the principles on which 
God answers, or does not answer, 

national prayer. In the words of Canon 
F. R. Barry: “There is no doubt that 
a great many people are in deep be- 
wilderment and distress; and what is 
at stake is something far more than the 
immediate and local problem: it is in 
the end the whole possibility of faith 


in a living God at wo history.” 
The recognition is vital for a’ 


nation. When the Prince Consort, at the 
erection of the London Stock Exchange, 
was asked by the architect what he 
thought of the building, he said, “One 
thing is lacking.” “What, sir, is that?” 
asked the architect. “There is no 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord is my light and my — 
salvation; whom shall I fear? the 
Lord is the strength of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid?” (Psa. 


27:1.) 




















acknowledgment of God”; whereupon 
the Prince Consort himself designed the 
inscription which we see today: “The 
earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness there- 
of.” Often in our history, in days of 
crisis, the nation has recognized God by 
turning to Him in prayer, and He has 
wonderfully answered. 


Queen Elizabeth’s prayer preceded the 
hurricane that destroyed the Armada. 
It ran thus: “We do instantly beseech 
Thee of Thy gracious goodness, to be 
merciful to the Church militant here 
upon earth, and at this time compassed 
about with most strong and subtle 
adversaries. Oh, let Thine enemies 
know that Thou hast received England, 
which they most of al! for Thy Gospel’s 
sake do malign, into Thine own protec- 
tion. ... Thou art our help and shield. 
Oh, give good and prosperous success 
to all those that fight this battle against 
the enemies of Thy Gospel.” 

No sooner had a day of national 
humiliation, prayer, and fasting been 
appointed by authority in the Crimean 
War than victory followed, and peace. 
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October 7, 1857, was appointed as a 
solemn day of humiliation, prayer, and 
fasting to implore God for peace in the 
Indian Mutiny. At one service in Lon- 
don 24,000 persons were said to be pres- 
ent. Peace followed in 1858, and then 
was given perhaps the greatest of mod- 
ern revivals in 1859. 

On February 11, 1900, a day of prayer 
in connection with the South African 
War was held. On the 15th, Lord 
Roberts entered fhe Free State, and 
General French, Kimberley. On the 
20th, General Buller was at Colenso, and 
on the 22d Lord Roberts surrownded 
Cronje. On March 1, General Buller 
relieved Ladysmith, so that on March 4 
was held a Service of Thanksgiving. 

On August 4, 1918, a day of prayer for 
peace was held by the nation at the call 
of H. M. King George V, through his 
Prime Minister. On August 8 began 
what was afterwards known as the 
Hundred Days’ Victory, culminating in 
the Armistice on November 11. 

Such outstanding results do depend on 
the kind of prayer offered. It is of im- 
mense importance that this should be 
understood, or else God’s unresponsive- 
ness may be gravely misjudged. God 
can, and often will, give victory to a 
nation which approaches Him with rev- 
erence and trust. 

Some think that God can be autocrat- 
ically mobilized for purposes of victory; 
but He answers only humble, heartfelt, 
penitent prayer. “At what instant I 
shall speak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and 
to break down and to destroy it; if that 
nation, concerning which I have spoken, 
turn from their evil, I will repent of 
the evil that I thought to do unto them” 
(Jer. 18:7, 8, R. V.). The slackening of 
the national hold on God, in spite of the 
gracious and noble examples of Their 
Majesties the King and Queen, is most 
remarkable. Seventy years ago the 
national decree was for humiliation, 
prayer, and fasting; forty-five years ago 
the fasting disappeared; today the 
prayer alone survives. It must be 
acknowledged that during the recent 
days of prayer the nation’s response 
corresponded but very remotely with the 
examples given in Scripture, such as 
“All Judah stood before the Lord, with 
their little ones, their wives, and their 
children ... and all Judah .. . fell be- 
fore the Lord” (2 Chron. 20:13, 18). 

Wise and blessed is the nation that 
reverently confesses its sins and errors 
to a pardoning God, and, turning from 
them by His help, entrusts its destinies 
to Him who always responds to a 
people’s heart-cry. “Happy is that people, 
that is in such a case: yea, happy is 





This article, by D. M. Penton of England, 
was published in The Alliance Weekly (July 
11) and Practical Christianity (May). It is re- 
printed here by permission because of its 
historical value and vital irmportance for us 
today. 
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that people, whose God is the Lord” 
(Psa. 144:15). 

So let us turn to God in prayer. 
Knowing the real issue is that God is 
seeking to check the nations in their 
headlong rush of godlessness and sin, 
let us pray first that we and all nations 
may have our hearts opened to God and 
to Christ to be forgiven for our private 
and nationai sins. Even when the 
wicked King Ahab humbled himself 
before God, a postponement of national 
calamity resulted, “Because he humbleth 
himself before me, I will not bring the 
evil in his days” (1 Kings 21:29). 

Then let us remember that God always 
links righteousness with peace. Not to 
a righteous cause but to a righteous 
nation is given the enjoyment of peace. 
So let us pray that, having sought for- 
giveness, our nation and the nations of 
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the earth may be given a heart to put 
away sin and do right, individuals in- 
dividually, and nations nationally. 

And, finally, let us ask God to bring 
peace quickly by His sheer grace, even 
before our nation has come fully to 
repentance and correcting its ways. 
God will choose a way of bringing peace 
that will glorify Him before all and 
forward in each a desire to seek and 
obey Him, who has so bountifully given 
peace. 

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
for kings, and for all that are in author- 
ity; that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able life in all godliness and honesty. 
For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour” (1 Tim. 2: 
1-3). 
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Spiritual Gifts 


I am writing to you to see if there is a 
Scriptural answer to the following ques- 
tion: What, if any, are the laws concern- 
ing spiritual gifts? 

I have not been able, as yet, to find the 
answer to the above in the reading of the 
Bible. If you can give an answer to the 
above, it will be appreciated very much. 
Are there books that will help me in this 
matter?—A Tennessee reader. 


One of the principle passages on 
spiritual gifts is 1 Corinthians 12. Paul 
introduces it by the words, “Now con- 
cerning spiritual gifts... .” Many dif- 
ferent kinds of gifts are bestowed upon 
different individual Christians by the 
Spirit of God, and we are not told the 
laws concerning the bestowal of these 
gifts, for God Himself determines this 
according to His own wisdom. How- 
ever, we do know certain important 
things about these talents or abilities and 
their use. 

Some have “the word of wisdom,” 
others “the word of knowledge” (and 
there is a real distinction between these 
two); others “faith,” “gifts of healing,” 
“working of miracles,” “prophecy,” “dis- 
cerning of spirits,” “divers kinds of 
tongues,” and “the interpretation of 
tongues.” Not only are these abilities 
named in this passage, but it is evident in 
our daily Christian experience that these 
gifts are well distributed throughout the 
Church. Some have the ability to advise 
and counsel others; some have a gyeat 
store of knowledge; the faith of some is 
outstanding, as in the case of Hudson 
Taylor, who said that it was not his faith 
which was so great, but that he had faith 
in a great God; others have been pecul- 
iarly used of God in the ministry of 
physical healing in answer to prayer. 














It is a great blessing when we realize 
that though we cannot all have the same 
gifts, yet each of us has some special 
God-given ability which should be used 
under His guidance. When this truth 
is realized it does away with discontent 
and envy and does much to promote 
harmony in Christian work. 

An exceptionally valuable and thorough 
study of the person and ministry of the 
Holy Spirit is the book entitled, “He That 
Is Spiritual,” by Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, 
president of the Dallas Theological 
Seminary (may be obtained at $1 from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring 
Garden Street, Philadelphia). In this 
book Dr. Chafer discusses the gifts of the 
Spirit. Answering the rather perplexing 
question as to why certain gifts possessed 
by the early Church have not continued, 
Dr. Chafer writes: “Those manifestations 
of the Spirit which have ceased were 
doubtless related to the introduction 
rather than the continuation of the work 
of the Spirit in this age. . . . That these 
early manifestations have ceased, accord- 
ing to the purpose of God, has been the 
belief of the most devout saints of all 
past generations.” 

The exercise of the gifts of the Spirit 
should always be carried on in Chris- 
tian love and with mutual respect. At 
the close of the twelfth chapter Paul 
writes, “But covet earnestly the best 
gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more 
excellent way”; then follows the famous 
passage on Christian love. And again 
Paul writes, “And above all these things 
put on charity, which is the bond of per- 
fectness” (Col. 3: 14). 
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The Long Day of Joshua 
By Hawley O. Taylor, Ph.D. 


How astronomy corroborates the Bible record 
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accepting Christ as their sin-bearer, 
. the Bible needs no human props 
to substantiate its statements, for to 
them they are all statements of truth, 
premises that lead to conclusions which 
correspond to experience. But not so 
with the unbeliever, for to him the Bible 
is full of mistakes, Jonahs, things that 
are impossible, such as a world-wide 
flood, the crossing of the Red Sea, the 
six creation days, prophecy preceding 
its fulfillment, all miracles. One such 
event, quite outstanding but simply and 
quietly told in Scripture although pre- 
senting implications that are stagger- 
ing, is the long day of Joshua, when the 
sun and moon held their places in the 
sky for “about a whole day.” The ac- 
count is given in Joshua 10:12-14: 

Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the 
day when the Lord delivered up the Amo- 
rites before the children of Israel, and 
he said in the sight of all Israel, Sun; stand 
thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, 
in the valley of Ajalon. 

And the sun stood still, and the moon 
stayed, until the people had avenged them- 
selves upon their enemies. Is not this writ- 
ten in the book of Jasher? So the sun 
stood still in the midst of heaven, and 
hasted not to go down about a whole day. 

And there was no day like that before it 
or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto 


the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for 
Israel. 


Fr believers, those born again by 


The Occasion of the Long Day 


The event described was so renowned 
that the name of Joshua was placed 
(shall we say?) in Who’s Who of the 
Upright, the book of Jasher. Joshua 
was going to the relief of the Gibeonites 
who were being attacked by the five 
kings of the Amorites, and met those 
kings in battle at Beth Horon. During 
the battle, it became evident to Joshua 
that the conquest could not be completed 
before sunset. The sun was then on the 
meridian of Gibeon (35 degrees 10 min- 
utes E)1 and the moon was on the merid- 
ian of Ajalon (35 degrees 2 minutes E). 
The difference was about 8 minutes of 
arc, and the moon was west of the sun 
and hastening on toward it for a con- 
junction, that is, the moon would very 
soon become a “new moon” (in about 
15 minutes) had not Joshua spoken just 
then. 

If an increase in the length of the day 
followed Joshua’s command, could not 
that long day be detected somehow or 
other— by evidence presented by his- 
tory, chronology, and astronomy, per- 





1 Longitude east of the meridian of Green- 
wich, 


Professor Taylor is Chairman of 
the Department of Mathematics, 
Physics, and Astronomy at Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill. This article 
is the substance of an address which 
he gave at the college early this year, 
and which he sent to the Times not 
long ago. It comes at an opportune 
time, as considerable interest was 
shown by readers of the Times in an 
“Open Letter” on this subject (June 
27). A number of readers have re- 
ferred to Charles A. L. Totten, First 
Lieutenant Fourth Artillery, U.S.A.; 
Professor of Military Science and 
Tactics, Yale University; Author, 
and Editor of the quarterly called 
“Our Race,” in which his famous 
article on “Joshua’s Long Day” was 
published in 1890. 


Professor Taylor quotes at length 
from Lieutenant Totten, and pre- 
sents the scientific side of the miracle 
recorded in the Book of Joshua. Pro- 
fessor Taylor, of course, believes it 
was a miracle, and finds most inter- 
esting corroboration of it in the rec- 
ords of astronomy. 








haps? Totten felt that it could, and 
proceeded to map out a plan to attack 
the problem. (Lieut. C. A. L. Totten, 
M.A., was Professor of Military Science 
and Tactics at Yale University about 
fifty years ago. A hobby which he en- 
thusiastically pursued was chronology, 
the study of dates.) 

We might here pause to observe that 
the Grecian Herodotus, called “The 
Father of History,” on a visit to Egypt, 
was shown records by the priests which 
verify the existence of a long day; and 
the Chinese have another independent 
account of such an event which occurred 
during the reign of Yeo (who was con- 
temporaneous with Joshua). Thus his- 
tory states the fact of such an event 
and locates it as regards time—at the 
time of Joshua, and, as we have seen, 
at the time of a luni-solar conjunction 
seen at Beth Horon. 

Now, let us take a little time to study 
conjunctions and eclipses. We are now 
all one big class in astronomy. When 
the sun and moon are on the same hour 
circle in the sky (circles corresponding 
to meridians on the earth) they are said 
to be in conjunction, a luni-solar con- 
junction, and at that instant the moon 
has become a “new moon.” If at such 
a conjunction the moon comes exactly 
in line with the sun —crosses the sun’s 


face — an eclipse of the sun occurs. Thus 
eclipses and new moons are two aspects 
of the same celestial phenomenon, a con- 
junction. 

Eclipses of the sun come in teams 
which repeat down through the cen- 
turies. The same eclipse repeats in a 
period called the “saros,” which has a 
length of 18 years, 10 1-3 days (except 
when an extra leap year is included, 
when one more day is added to the 
saros); and these saroses come in series 
of about 72 eclipses, covering a period 
of 1,298 years, the first eclipse of a series 
appearing near one pole of the earth 
and the last one passing off at the other 
pole. A number of such series of eclipses 
are always present on the earth at the 
same time. The length of time corre- 
sponding to a saros of eclipses is invari- 
able and accurately known. This period 
of time is thus unaffected by the pres- 
ence of a possible long day, as is also 
the length of the year. 


The Clew That Checks the Long Day 


As to the days of the week, “no fact 
of history is so sure as this, that the 
human race has kept the week intact 
from the dawn of time, the seventh day 
Sabbath having come down to us’ from 
Adam, through the Flood,” past the con- 
quests of Joshua, through the B.C.-A.D. 
period without a single lapse! If, in all 
this time, one of the days had been 
longer than normal to the extent of 
nearly a whole day, the days of the 
week frem then on would not be in step 
with the eclipse periods as they were 
before. Is not this then a clew for de- 
tecting the possible presence, in the long 
stream of time, of the long day of 
Joshua? 

We have said that this long day came 
on a day when a luni-solar conjunction 
occurred at Beth Horon. Then, for our 
plan of attack to discover whether or 
not there ever was such a long day, let 
us find a line of eclipses between the 
time of Adam and Joshua which. would 


include this conjunction at Beth Horon,’’ 


and establish the day of the week when 
some of the eclipses in this line occur- 
red. In this way the day of the week, 
also the hour of the day, of Joshua’s 
conjunction at Beth Horon could be de- 
termined, on the basis of the day-of-the- 
week schedule which prevailed between 
Adam and Joshua. Then, taking another 
eclipse of the Beth Horon series com- 
ing after the time of Joshua and for 
which the day of the week may be estab- 
lished, we may again determine the day 


(Continued on page 646) 
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Encouvragements and warnings from all the world 





A Survey of Religious Life and Thought | 
By Ernest Gordon 








MEXICAN Christian Layman.— 

The Presbyterian Church of the 

Divine Saviour in Mexico City 
worships in what was once the Catholic 
Church of St. Catherina of Siena, a 
church assigned to it by the govern- 
ment and on which they have spent 
40,000 pesos in repairs. The leading 
elder in the church and superintendent 
of the Sunday school is Mr. F. Rodri- 
guez, concerning whose life the Presby- 
terian Survey gives interesting particu- 
lars. He came from Tampico nineteen 
years ago and began in the furniture 
business in a very small way. Being 
an earnest Christian, he determined to 
make God his business partner, and this 
is exactly what he has done, with no 
reasons for regret. 

The custom of the country was, and 
is, sliding prices. Mr. Rodriguez fixed 
prices according to value and adhered 
rigidly to them. Every deal was marked 
by absolute honesty. The public soon 
learned that they could buy with con- 
fidence at the New Furniture Store. To- 
day it is the leading furniture concern 
of the capital with a turnover of a mil- 
lion and a quarter pesos annually. 

Two years ago a new six-story build- 
ing was erected for it, and at its dedi- 
cation there was a religious service at- 
tended by all employees and their 
families, beside several hundred friends. 
This was led by Mr. Perez, pastor 
of the Church of the Divine Saviour. 
Last Christmas the store announced a 
special Christmas radio program, the 
central feature of which was a real Gos- 
pel message by Dr. C. G. Marin, a lead- 
ing evangelical preacher driven out of 
Spain, now evangelizing in Mexico. Ex- 
celsior, the largest daily paper in Mexico, 
carried the full text of Dr. Marin’s mes- 
sage in its Sunday edition of December 
28. 

More than half of Mr. Rodriguez’ fifty- 
four employees are active Christians, 
many having been won to Christ by 
their employer. Each week a Bible class 
is conducted at the store for the em- 
ployees, the average attendance being 
forty. In his church Bible school there 
are thirty classes, with well-trained 
teachers, and last year the average at- 
tendance was 552. This does not include 
the Sunday schools of the five mission 
churches attached to the Church of the 
Divine Saviour. More than half the 
scholars bring their Bibles! 


H. Shelten Smith, Professor of Re- 
ligious Education in Duke University 
(Durham, N. C.), must cause consterna- 


tion in conventional religious educational 
circles. He attacks their traditions all 
along the line in his book “Faith and 
Nurture,” accusing them of having 
thrown over priceless Christian teach- 
ings regarding God’s_ transcendance, 
man’s sinfulness, the importance of con- 
version, and the divinity of Christ and 
of His Church. For they affirm that “no 
conception of revelation is needed, that 
nature and man are enough, that chil- 
dren are naturally good, that sin is an 
irrelevant dogma, and that quest is 
everything.” 

The result is that they have miserably 
failed as educationists. “They have lost 
sight of the meaning of history, as seen 
in Jesus Christ, and have neglected to 
emphasize repentance. In Christ God 
has spoken eternally valid truth. It is 
in the depths of the private and solitary 
self that the final battle between good 
and evil is waged. It is in this secret 
zone that the human creature ultimately 
wrestles, as did Jacob at the brook Jab- 
bok, to determine whether God or self 
shall serve as the sovereign center of 
commitment.” 

Equally disturbing, though from an- 
other angle, must be “Documents of the 
Primitive Church,” by Professor C. C. 
Torrey of Yale. For he concludes that 
Mark’s Gospel was written in A.D. 40, 
and all the Gospels before A.D. 50. Also 
that the Revelation appeared in A.D. 68, 
that is before the fall of Jerusalem. If 
he is right, these findings greatly 
strengthen the evangelical position, and, 
by the same token, nullify the destruc- 
tive criticism of two generations. Per- 
sonally, I think that there are many 
indications in Paul’s Epistles, and even 
in those of James and Peter, that John’s 
Gospel was known to the writers, at 
least in substance. If Torrey is right 
they may have known it in its present 
form. Certainly it is a reasonable pre- 
supposition that the disciples would, first 
of all after Christ’s ascension, have put 
on record His words and their experi- 
ences with Him. 


The Faculty Club of Columbia Uni- 
versity recently debated “Religion in the 
Modern World.” They have an uneasy 
feeling that “religion” is needed but will 
not say Christ, gr even Christianity. 
These words are taboo! Mr. A. A. Berle 
of the State Department is a Congrega- 
tionalist minister’s son who at least got 
as far as to observe, “No state has sur- 
vived without some quality of religion.” 
Like the rest of the world his heart is 
failing because of the things coming on 


the earth. “The chances that any group 
of people will survive in the major thea- 
ters of war,” he insisted, “seem a bare 
possibility.” 

This Conference on Religion was the 
first ever held by the University. It 
had the co-operation of Barnard College 
and Teachers’ College. A report of it 
in the Union Review (Union Theological 
Seminary) says: 

“Surprising as it may seem, there was 
a very lively interest in theological ideas 
long ago discarded. by liberalism. .. . 
Far from dismissing such words as sin, 
grace, judgment, faith-and-works as 
airy speculation, they seemed ready to 
explore the deeper meaning of thege 
words. ... 

“Yet one could not help but feel an 
air of unreality, or at least a sense of 
detachment. One felt that the students 
were still too far away from religion 
to understand its profound implications. 
Most of them remained spectators, I’m 
afraid, and for many the discussions of 
faith itself remained merely an intellec- 
tual process of examination, analysis, and 
hypothesis. . . . 

“Mr. Berle conveyed to the members 
of the Conference, as no one else was 
able to do, the absolute seriousness of 
decision, of commitment, of faith in a 
Reality beyond any human power of cre- 
ation or destruction. His appeal to stu- 
dents and faculty alike not to ‘play with 
faith,’ as though it were something we 
could have or do without as we please, 
was the most sobering statement of the 
entire Conference, and exactly what the 
Conference needed to hear. And the sig- 
nificant thing is that it came from a 
layman.” 


The late William Hamilton of Toronto, 
insurance executive and active in church 
and Sunday school work, was President 
of the Toronto Branch of the Biblical 
Research Society and a good friend of 
Israel. It is interesting to learn that 
the first telegram of sympathy to Mrs. 
Hamilton came jointly from the three 
leading Zionist societies of Toronto, and 
that among the floral tributes was a large 
wreath from the same group. Several 
outstanding Zionists were at the funeral 
and accompanied the bier to the ceme- 
tery, listening with attention to the 
Scripture promises of a certain resurrec- 
tion through Christ. 


Dr. Clarence Salsbury’s medical mis- 
sionary work among the Navajos is de- 
scribed in the Christian Century, and 
gives a delightful picture from the gen- 
uine Christian century, the century not 
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of discussion but of missionary testi- ° 
mony and work. Dr. Salsbury was born 
in Ontario, went to a missionary train- 
ing school in Brooklyn, and then studied 
medicine. He is now head of a Présby- 
terian hospital at Ganado, Arizona, 
which, in spite of its modest equipment, 


. is known to every Indian tribe in ihe 


United States. It has 150 beds, and last 
year treated 1,700 patients in addition to 
an 8,000 dispensary clientele. “Indians 
come to it from the remotest parts of 
the 25,000-square-mile Navajo reserva- 
tion and from the Hopi reservation as 
well. They pay in wool, sheep, blan- 
kets, wood, and day-work, but none is 
ever turned away for lack of means.” 

In 1930 Dr. Salsbury started an Indian 
nurses’ school, the only one of the kind 
in the world. There are at present forty 
girls in training from twenty-four dif- 
ferent Indian tribes. They possess in 
a marked degree the qualities of pa- 
tience, watchfulness, and interest in their 
work. They are in great demand in 
Government hospitals, and for next year 
the school has as many applicants as it 
can admit. These hurses.are Cherokees, 
Sioux, Pimas, Nez Perces, Oneidas, Eski- 
mos, as well as Navajos. 


A Chinese Church, connected with the 
Oriental Missionary Society, is described 
by Mrs. Kilbourne of Shanghai. Its pas- 
tor was educated abroad: but not until — 
three months before his graduation did 
he hear the message which led to his 
conversion. He did not wait for his de- 
gree, but hurried back to China. “I 
dared not wait; thousands would die in 
three months.” 

His church has seven hundred mem- 
bers and is in a large city whither come 
thousands on pilgrimages. They crowd 
the church, and Christians give up their 
places to strangers while they do per- 
sonal work on the street outside during 
the entire service. At times they have 
as large a crowd outside as within. Some 
8,000 men and women have here accepted 
Christ, and beside this main church are 
three branch churches in other parts of 
the city. For eight years there has been 
a continuous revival. 

“One of the leaders was formerly in 
command of a band of brigands. He 
told of hearing the message of salvation 
through the young people of the church 
as they testified one evening on the 
street. Like the Apostle Paul he had 
been against the church. He had taken 
great delight in training nearly five hun- 
dred young men to oppose Christianity. 
They destroyed churches and. persecuted 
the Christians. Now he is claiming these 
men for Christ.” 

Another worker’is a young woman, 
graduate of the higher normal school, 
who has led to Christ many members of 
her family,and a number of her univer- 
sity friends. “I haven’t words to describe 
what God has done for my soul. I can 
only sing it,” and she broke out with, 
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“From sinking sands He lifted me, 
With tender hands He lifted me.” 
Every morning, often before sunrise, 
you will find not just a handful, but 
many, at prayer in the church. Busi- 
nessmen, housewives, office workers, uni- 
versity students, professors meet here 
at the early morning prayer service — 
not to pray for themselves, but to pray 
for a revival in that great city which 
will ultimately sweep over the whole 
nation. They give themselves to inter- 
cessory prayer. 


Conversion is the thing needful in 
jails as well as outside. Mr. W. A. Corey 
calls attention, in the Jail Evangelist, 
to a Government report which clearly 
intimates this. It is “Prisons and Be- 
yond,” by Sanford Bates, head of the 
Prison Bureau in the U. S. Department 
of Justice. It says: 

“Notwithstanding the provisions for 
opportunities or improvement (in pris- 
oners) with steady employment at pro- 
ductive labor; with suitable surroundings; 
nourishing food; elevating literature, 
and stimulating recreation; with a force 
of tactful, intelligent guards,—no per- 
manent reformation can be expected un- 
til in some mysterious manner the will 
to reform can be instilled in the pris- 
oner individually” (p. 75). 

That is as near as a Government docu- 
ment can get to saying, “Ye must be 
born again,” but it is that which it ob- 
viously means. 


Professor I. V. Neprash has been 
evangelizing among the- half million 
Russians in South America. On his way 
out his partner at the dinner table was 
a Jewish refugee from Germany, a 
famous doctor, head of the largest hos- 
pital in Berlin, professor in the Uni- 
versity of Berlin, who had been selected 
even by Hitler to perform an operation 
on a friend. When a high official in 
Brazil became dangerously sick a few 
years ago, the President of Brazil cabled 
this Dr. P——- to come in a Zeppelin. 
The operation was successful, was fol- 
lowed by high honors and a large fee, 
which he turned over to the schools of 
Brazil. 

“Surely a hard assignment,” writes 
Prof. Neprash. “Had I talked to him as 
a Jew it would only revive grievances 
and give plenty of material for accusa- 
tion of others. He was approached as 
a sinner who needed a Saviour. After 
fourteen days of fellowship, the Lord 
opened his heart, and he said, ‘All my 
life I have been looking for one who 
would explain to me my own soul.’ He 
accepted a New Testament. Later a 
special trip was made to meet him again. 
A three-hour conversation ended with 
prayer. Crying like a boy, and not 
ashamed of it, he said, ‘For the first time 
I have peace in my soul.’” 


The scandal of vice rings and liquor 
contaminating our clean citizen army is 
awakening a powerful protest among 
Christians. This protest now bids fair 
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to be implemented By an organizatién, 
the Patriot Guard of America. Under 
the leadership of Captain Edward Page 
Gaston, a resérve military officer for- 
merly attached to the American embas- 
sies of %4érmany and Mexico, a thousand 
recruiting adjutants, working on military 
lines in forty states, have already been 
enlisted and the enrollment of the sec- 
ond thousand begun. The immediate 
objective of this sweeping campaign is 
to enforce existing laws and to pledge 
Congressional candidates to vote for the 
early passage of Sheppard Senate Bill 
960, prohibiting liquor and vice in speci- 
fied military and other zones. The move- 
ment has the endorsement of General 
Pershing and the backing of & growing 
dry block in Congress. There will be 
a widespread speaking campaign. The 
Women’s Missionary Organization of the 
Presbyterian Church, with 1,500,000 mem- 
bers, has entered upon a parallel enter- 
prise. Petition blanks asking for im- 
mediate action by President Roosevelt 
and the heads of the War and Navy De- 
partments may be had from the head- 
quarters of the Patriot Guard of Amer- 
ica, 1617 Rhode Island Ave... N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 


Brief Notes 


The churches of Holland have fearlessly 
defended the Jews against their Nazi 
oppressors, and when Jews were de- 
barred from the legal and medical pro- 
fessions, many Christian lawyers and 
doctors privately passed on to their 
ousted Jewish fellow practitioners the 
fees received from the latter’s former 
clients. 


The Bantu Church of South Africa is 
self-governing, with 61 local churches 
and 27,000 members. One writes of them: 
“There is no lack of eager local 
preachers: there are 2,300 of them. 
‘Would God all the Lord’s people were 
prophets.’ The African Christian would 
rejoice the heart of Moses.” 


Percy Buffard, Director of the Spanish 
Gospel Mission, writes that “although 
nearly all preaching places are closed 
in Spain, and practically all the foreign 
missionaries expelled, there is still much 
blessing in many parts, and souls are 
being saved.” 


Brazilian Catholics are planning to 
build in Belo Horisante, Minas, a cathe- 
dral larger than St. Peter’s at Rome or 
St. John’s in New York. It will take ten 
years to build, and will receive state 
subsidy. 


A revival in Dublin has been going 
on under the preaching of Mr. Lindsay 
Glegg, filling the Y.M.C.A. hall with two 
thousand people nightly and a neighbor- 
ing church in addition. Some 200 passed 
through the inquiry room, many of them 
Roman Catholics. At Trinity College 
Mr. Glegg spoke to students, the Angli- 
can Archbishop of Dublin in the chair. 
The theater was packed. 
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The Long Day of Joshua 


(Continued from page 643) 


of the week of Joshua’s conjunction on 
the basis of the day-of-the-week sched- 
ule which prevailed after Joshua’s time. 

Now, if there were no long day at the 
time of Joshua, the two days of the week 
thus determined for Joshua’s conjunc- 
tion would come out to be the same 
day, since the length of the eclipse 
periods have been invariable from the 
time of Adam down thrcugh the cen- 
turies to the present. If, however, the 
days of the week thus determined came 
out to be different, then the long day 
would not only be detected but its length 
in hours would also be known. 

Carrying out a plan of this nature, 
Totten found that the conjunction at 
Beth Horon at the time of Joshua was 
repeated at Beth Horon in the year A.D. 
1113, 2,555 years later, as a total eclipse 
of the sun which was seen at Jerusalem. 
Since eclipses repeat at regular intervals, 
we may look for another eclipse at Beth 
Horon but occurring the same length of 
time before. Such an eclipse was found 
by consulting the archives of the Brit- 
ish Chronological Association, where vast 
amounts of data going back into an- 
tiquity, as well as computations based 
upon astronomical records, are kept. 
This eclipse occurred in the year 3996 
B.C.,— Adam’s year, according to J. B. 
Dimbleby, in his book, “The Date of 
Creation” (London, 1902). Since the day 
of the week (as related to holy days) 
of subsequent eclipses of the series 
headed up by this ancient eclipse, as 
well as eclipses of other related series, 
had been observed by priests on many 
occasions, the day of the week of 
Joshua’s conjunction was determined on 
the basis of the day-of-the-week sched- 
ule which prevailed from Adam to 
Joshua; —the calculations placed Josh- 
ua’s conjunction on a Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 24 (winter solstice) at 11.13 a.m. 
Then Totten took a recent eclipse which 
came on a known day of the week — on 
one occasion Tuesday, June 17, 1890 — 
and worked backward to Joshua’s con- 
junction, and thus determined the day 
of the week on which it came on the 
basis of the day-of-the-week schedule 
which prevailed after Joshua’s time; — 
this time it fell on a Wednesday at 10.33 
am.! the difference between the two 
times thus found being 23 1-3 hours. 
Checking the result by an equinox 
method and by using different series of 
eclipses failed to alter this value, so that 
the conclusion is inevitable that “about 
a whole day” had really been added to 
Joshua’s long day, December 24, 1441 
B.C. ! 

History and astronomy combine to 
bring about this result —alone, neither 
is sufficient. But the event was stated 
in the Bible over 3,300 years ago. The 
Bible is thus again found to be an up- 

to-date Book which promotes and in- 
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spires study, for its premises are state- 
ments of truth. 

Computations for the discovery of the 
long day of Joshua revealed a comple- 
mentary event, that is, the return of the 
shadow in the dial of Ahaz ten degrees 
backward, 2-3 hours (40 minutes). Heze- 
kiah, king of Judah, was healed on that 
day of a sickness which would other- 
wise have resulted in his death. Isaiah' 
told him that the Lord had added fifteen 
years to his life, and that the sign of 
his recovery, at his own request, would 
be the return of the shadow in the dial 
of Ahaz (2 Kings 20:1-11). Totten finds 
that this event occurred on September 
18 (New Year’s Day), 703 B.C., at the 
moment of autumnal equinox, which 
came at high noon in that year. The 
two events, the long day and the return 
of the shadow, total exactly 24 hours, 
so that the number of days in the life 
history of the earth is diminished by 
exactly one, although the year has ex- 
perienced no change in its length. The 
missing part of the hour (2-3 hours) was 
thus evened up in Hezekiah’s time, and 
the swinging of the earth through space 
resumed the primeval rhythm which it, 
in the remote past, had received from 
the Creator’s hand. 

Expressed in terms of am. (Anno 
Mundi, year of the world) time, the 
events herein cited are as follows: 

Long day of Joshua, 2555 A.M., Tuesday- 

Wednesday, December 24 (winter sol- 
stice) ; 

Return of the shadow at the time of Heze- 

kiah, 3293 A.M., Wednesday, September 
18 (autumnal equinox) ; 
Birth of Christ, 3996 A.M., Friday-Satur- 
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day, December 25 (winter solstice). (The 
latter date is according to Dimbleby.) 

Man will never know (until it may 
be revealed in Heaven) what took place 
in the mechanics of the solar system tp 
bring about the long day, but we might 
suggest an explanation which would be 
mechanically possible: The earth’s crust 
is known to be comparatively thin, and 
the interior globe on which it floats, be- 
ing very hot, would be in the liquid state 
though very dense. The inside of the 
outer shell in contact with this liquid 
globe may be very irregular, and seepage 
through the shell may result in interior 
explosions. A series of such explosions 
placed correctly with respect to the 
downward projections from the crust 
(a rather miraculous distribution of 
impulses) could exert a pressure on this 
crust which would produce a backward 
rotation of the crust on the liquid globe. 
Such a rotation would continue until the 
energy released by the explosions was 
used up. The crust would then resume 
the motion of the liquid globe on which 
it floats and which forms almost the en- 
tire mass of the earth. 

While we may speculate as to what 
means God may have used to bring about 
the miracle of Joshua’s long day, we 
need not be uncertain as to His purpose 
in placing man on the outside of this 
thin shell, for the same Book whose 
statements are shown to be so trust- 
worthy reveals that man is here on trial. 
Will he accept ‘the temporal blessings, 
and yet refuse an eternal life of joy and 
peace with the matchless Blesser? 


WHEATON, ILL. 
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N WRITING of experiences having to 

do with the winning of souls, it would 
seem dishonoring to God if due testimony 
were not given to the mighty power of 
God’s Word to bring about light and 
salvation, and to change the lives of 
people of all races, nationalities, and 
languages, wherever and whoever they 
may be. I want to add my testimony 
to that given by innumerable others of 
God’s children by telling of the follow- 
ing incident. 

It will be well first to tell you a little 
concerning the Gospel mission in which 
the experiences took place. It was 
here in New York, near the waterfront, 
where vessels large and small from this 
country and many foreign countries 
docked. In the evenings.and on Sundays 
and holidays, sailors would come in, 
making full use of the various facilities 





This is the ninth article in the series of ten 
by Mr. Graef. 


that the mission provided in the hope 
of winning as many as possible to Christ. 

It was my practice for years to be 
at the mission two nights weekly, and 
ohe never knew how many nationalities 
he would find in the rooms and attending 
the nightly Gospel meeting. Through 
the faithful presentation of the Gospel 
message by all the mission workers, sin- 
ners were constantly being saved, the 
local believers helping greatly by their 
clear and ringing testimonies. 

But with me the best results were had 
from the personal dealing with indi- 
viduals. And I should like to record 
right here that I know of no greater 
joy on earth than the joy one has when 
he has been used of God to lead a soul 
to Christ, and sees the person with whom 
he has been dealing change by faith 
from being a lost sinner to a “new crea- 
tion” iri Christ. I hope with all my 


(Continued on page 655) 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 30. JACOB SEEKS GOD’S HELP 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 31 to 33; printed text, Genesis 32:2-12, 27-29 
Golden Text.—God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.—Psa. 46:1 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Gen. 32:2-12, 27-29 


Kinc James VERSION 


Gen. 32:2 And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God’s host: 
and he called the name of that pla¢e Mahanaim. 

3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother 
unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 

4 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned 
with Laban, and stayed there until now: 

5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and 
womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may 
find grace in thy sight. 

6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to 
thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four 
hundred men with him. 

7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided 
the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the 
camels, into two bands; 

8 And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left shall escape. 

9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of 
my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto me, Return unto thy 
country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 

10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my 
staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. 

11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from 
the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, 
and the mother with the children. 

12 And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy 
seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for mul- 
titude. 


27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Gen. 32:2 And Jacob said when he saw them, This is God’s host: 
and he called the name of that place ' Mahanaim. 

3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother 
unto the land of Seir, the field of Edom. 4 And he commanded 
them, saying, Thus shall ye say unto my lord Esau: Thus saith 
thy servant Jacob, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed until 
now: 5 and I have oxen, and asses, and flocks, and men-servants, 
and maid-servants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may 
find favor in thy sight. 6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, 
saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and moreover he cometh to 
meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 7 Then Jacob was 
greatly afraid and was distressed: and he divided the people 
that were with him, and the flocks, and the herds, and the camels, 
into two companies; 8 and he said, If Esau come to the one com- 
pany, and smite it, then the company which is left shall escape. 
9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my 
father Isaac, O Jehovah, who saidst unto me, Return unto thy 
country, and to thy kindred, and I will do thee good: 10 *I am 
not worthy of the least of all the lovingkindnesses, and of all the 
truth, which thou hast showed unto thy servant; for with my 
staff I passed over this Jordan; and mow I am become two com- 
panies. 11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, 
from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he come and smite 
me, the mother with the children. 12 And thou saidst, I will 
surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be numbered for multitude. 


27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 
28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
8Israel: for thou hast ‘striven with God and with men, and hast 
prevailed. 29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray 
thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask 
after my name? And he blessed him there. 





28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, 


and hast prevailed. 


29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy 
name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my 


name? And he blessed him there. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


RBITRARY titles are sometimes 
misleading. While in these chap- 
ters we do find Jacob, at times, 

seeking help from God, it is generally 
with a selfish motive. Would not a bet- 
ter title to our lesson be “God seeks to 
subdue Jacob and to win him wholly for 
Himself”? 

The years spent in Haran, of Padan- 
aram, in the service of his uncle Laban, 
were years of mingled scheming and 
trusting, apprehension and enjoyment, 
toilsome effort and quiet rest. Jacob, at 
first like a stranger, soon became a mem- 
ber of the family by marrying the two 
daughters of Laban, but was withal a ser- 
vant to the end, having the care of his 
father-in-law’s flocks, with uncertain 
wages, which led him to strange methods 
whereby he outwitted the more stolid 
Laban and became, at last, amazingly 


1That is, Two hosts, or, Companies. *Heb.; I am less than 
all, ete. *That is, He who striveth with God, or, God striveth. 


*Or, had power with. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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wealthy, according to the standards of 
the times. God he ever acknowledged in 
a general sense, and when at last he was 
homeward bound, he felt in a vague way 
the need to know Him better, but He 
wanted to know Him in order to use Him, 
rather than to know Him for what He 
was in Himself. God, on the other hand, 
yearned to win this strange, crooked man 
in order to make of him a trophy of grace 
and a suited depository of the promise 
through whom the Seed should come, 
who was to bring blessing to all man- 
kind. 

So at Peniel, by the ford Jabbok, He 
whose name is Wonderful (Judges 13:18, 
margin) came down in the darkness of 
the night, and, by wrestling with Jacob, 
at last brought him to the place of con- 
scious weakness, where he could no 
longer struggle, but could nevertheless 
cling in faith to Him who had thus re- 
vealed Himself to the patriarch’s soul. 


The Historical Setting 


After leaving Bethel, Jacob went on to 
Haran, in Padan-aram, where he met 


and became enamored of his cousin 
Rachel, daughter of Laban, Rebekah’s 
brother. Aceepted by the family as a 
shepherd, he toiled seven years for 
Rachel, only to be deceived by his uncle 
and given Leah for a wife. Another 
seven years he spent in service to obtain 
Rachel. Of these two and their hand- 
maids eleven sons were born and one 
daughter,— a twelfth, Benjamin, coming 
after the return to Canaan. At the ex- 
piration of some twenty years, Jacob de- 
cided to go back to his old home, and, 
fearing trouble with Laban, left clan- 
destinely. His father-in-law pursued 
him, but a pact of peace was made and 
Jacob continued his journey unmolested. 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 32:2.—“This is God’s host.” After 
leaving Laban, a vision of angels ap- 
peared to Jacob, assuring him of .God’s 
care. “He called the name of that place 
Mahanaim,” that is, “two hosts,” referring 
to the angelic convoy and his own cara- 
van. 


Verse 3.—“Jacob sent messengers ... 
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to Esau his brother.” His conscience was 
evidently uneasy, as he thought of meet- 
ing the brother he had wronged years 
before. The message was a “feeler” as to 
Esau’s attitude. 


Verse 4.—“Thus shall ye speak unto my 
lord Esau.” In the instructions given to 
his messengers as to how to approach 
Esau, he told them to address him in lan- 
guage indicating the recognized superior- 
ity of the elder brother. 

Verse 5.—“I have sent to tell my lord, 
that I may find grace in thy sight.” It 
was an effort to turn aside the justly de- 
served anger of Esau. Jacob, who pleads 
for grace, had manifested the very op- 
posite when, years before, he bargained 
with his brother concerning a mess of 
pottage, and later deceived his father to 
obtain the blessing of Abraham. 


Verse 6.—“He cometh to meet thee, and 
four hundred men with him.” To Jacob 
this was anything but reassuring. He 
knew Esau was a warrior, and his 
troubled conscience made him afraid to 
face the brother he had wronged. 


Verse 7.—“Jacob was greatly afraid... 
and he divided the people that was with 
him.” Thoroughly frightened, Jacob set 
about making some arrangement whereby 
he might placate his brother, and, if pos- 
sible, save his family and himself from 
danger. 


Verse 8.—“If Esau come to the one 
company, and smite it.” Jacob had di- 
vided his caravan into two separate 
groups. He hoped if Esau fell upon the 
first, he would be satisfied and spare the 
second. His sin had made him a coward 
in the hour of distress. 


Verse 9.—‘O God of my father Abra- 
ham, and God of my father Isaac.” In 
his extremity, Jacob calls upon the God 
of his fathers. He does not call Him “my 
God,” but he reminds Him of the promise 
made at Bethel years ago. 


Verse 10—“I am not worthy of the 
least of all thy mercies.” This was the 
best part of his prayer. Some sense of 
his own sinfulness was pressing upon his 
soul, and also of his indebtedness to God 
for the great favor shown toward him. 


Verse 11—“Deliver me ... from the 
hand of my brother, ... for I fear him.” 
One is reminded of Hamlet’s words, 
“Thus conscience doth make cowards of 
us all.” It was the memory of the wrongs 
that he himself had done to Esau which 
now made him afraid to meet his own 
brother. As events turned out, Esau 
proved in regard to this the nobler of 
the two, and readily forgave. 

Verse 12.—“Thou saidst, I will surely 
do thee good.” As he prayed on he re- 
called the promise of God, and, now, in 
his extremity, pleaded for its fulfillment. 
But even in this his prayer was largely 
selfish. 


Verse 27.—“What is thy name?” In this 
case the name indicated his character. 
To acknowledge his name was to con- 
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Lesson Calendar 


Last Week’s Lesson 


8. August 23.—Jacob’s Vision of God. 
Genesis 27, 28 





9. August 30.—Jacob Seeks God’s Help. 
Genesis 31 to 33 

10. September 6.—The Alcohol Problem: 

Past and Present. In Ancient 


Sodom. Genesis 13:13; 19:23-25; 

Deuteronomy 32:31-33. In Ancient 

ME whines 00056465 %04n500404 Amos 6:1-7 
11, September 13.—Joseph Sold into Slav- 

MP svbdsvnstedeseacet Genesis 37, 39 to 41 
12. September 20.—Judah: An Example of 

Self-Sacrifice ............ Genesis 42 to 44 








fess his sinfulness. “Jacob” means “sup- 
planter.” The unseen wrestler, who was 
the Lord Himself, drew the acknowledg- 
ment from the vanquished struggler. 


Verse 28.—“‘Thy name shall be called 
no more Jacob, but Israel.” “Israel” 
means “a prince with God.” Jacob had 
prevailed when he clung to Him who had 
brought him to a realization of his weak- 
ness. Henceforth he was to be a new 
man, one of the Lord’s princes. 


Verse 29.—“Jacob asked, ... Tell me, I 
pray thee, thy name.” But the Lord re- 
fused to parley with him. It was not for 
sinful man to challenge the Eternal. Yet 
the very fact that Jacob inquired for 
the Name indicates his desire to know 
Him more intimately. So God “blessed 
him there,” by giving him a new nature 
with new yearnings and new strength to 
live for Him, as his later history demon- 
strates. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God works with broken instruments. 
When the pitchers of Gideon’s band were 
shattered, the light shone out (Judges 
7:19). Most of us miss our highest bless- 
ing because we are too strong in our 
own might. It is when the will is sub- 
dued and one takes the place of realized 
weakness that God comes in to work in 
power. All his life long, Jacob had been 
depending upon his own abilities to make 
the best of perplexing circumstances. At 
Peniel he learned that he was utterly 
helpless and that God’s strength is made 
perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). It is 
the weak who become strong in faith, 
giving glory to God (2 Cor. 12:10). There 
were many failures even after the night 
spent with God by the ford Jabbok, but 
always there was manifest a new ability 
to rise above the adverse circumstances, 
and a new humility and sense of de- 
pendence upon God Himself, 


Lesson Outlines 
Jacos’s GREAT CRISIS 
Genesis 32: 24-31 

Alone with God (v. 24a) 
The unseen Wrestler (v. 24b) 
Human strength broken (v. 25) 
Testing and determination (v. 26) 
Self-effacement (v. 27) 
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A new name for a new man (v. 28) 
Divine blessing (v. 29) 

Realization of God’s presence (v. 30) 
A broken man henceforth (v. 31) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Wrestler. We often see or hear 
the expression “Wrestling Jacob,” and it 
is used as though it implied that there 
was something exemplary in Jacob’s 
wrestling. But actually, it was God who 
wrestled as Jacob struggled against Him, 
until the Lord put his thigh out of joint 
and in his pain and weakness he could 
no longer struggle, but he could and did 
cling in faith to the One who had thus 
overcome him. The lesson should be 
plain for us all. It is when we cease 
fighting against God and cling to Him 
in our helplessness that He puts forth 
His power on our behalf. 


What really took place at Peniel? Was 
this Jacob’s new birth or was it what 
some would designate his “second bless- 
ing,” when he became a truly yielded 
child of God? It is not easy to speak 
with authority here. But while there 
seem to be evidences of a certain intel- 
lectual recognition of God in his past ex- 
periences, it appears as though Jacob 
never knew the Lord experimentally un- 
til that night at the ford. Even after this, 
there were occasional failures in his life, 
but God was always real to him from 
this point on, which would seem to imply 
that it was when his name was changed 
he had become a new creature, a regen- 
erated man. 


Applications and Summaries 


While there was a certain natural no- 
bility of character in Esau, which Jacob 
sadly lacked, yet it was the younger 
brother who valued the things of God. 
Esau seems to have had no concern about 
spiritual blessing. 


In spite of his scheming and tricki- 
ness, there were many delightful traits 
in Jacob. He was a true shepherd, and 
a loving father. His affection for Rachel 
was deep and tender. But his whole life 
was marred by self-interest. 


We are not to conclude that because 
God, in a rude age, permitted polygamy, 
He ever endorsed it. Like Moses’ rule 
for divorce, he tolerated it because of the 
hardness of men’s hearts (Matt. 19:8). 


It is noticeable that after Peniel, when 
the patriarch walks in the flesh and when 
he has to do with temporal affairs, he is 
still called Jacob, but when he acts in ac- 
cord with the mind of God on a high 
spiritual plane, he is called Israel (Gen. 
35:9, 10; 46:1). 

CHICAGO. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Lesson for August 30 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have zou tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT caused Jacob’s distress when 
he heard that Esau was approaching 
with four hundred men? 


2. Was this quarrel between Jacob and Esau 
an ordinary brotherly quarrel and recon- 
ciliation, or does it have a deeper significance 
connected with God’s plan of redemption? 


3. Can you name three proverbs that are 
vividly illustrated in Jacob’s experience with 
Esau? 


4. What was the underlying cause of 
Jacob’s struggle against the Lord? 


5. How could Jacob attain material success 
if his life were not wholly surrendered? 


6. What does the name Jacob mean, and 
how did it characterize the man himself? 


7. What does Israel mean, and why was 
Jacob so called? 


8. What was involved in Jacob’s acknowl- 
edgment of his name? ' 


9. What other record have we of a 
theophany where the same question is 
asked, “Why asketh thou thus after my 
name?” 


10. What attitude did Esau take toward 
Jacob on the morrow? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 653 of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


On Installments.—And Jacob sent mes- 
sengers before him to Esau his brother 
(Gen. 32:3). Jacob thought he was in 
a jam, with a sour, old, beaten uncle be- 
hind him and a wrathful brother before 
him, but Jacob did not take it out in 
having a nervous chill. He used his head 
and the fine wits he got from his mother 
Rebekah. 

He did not know how Esau might feel 
toward him, but he was not a failure, 
crawling back to the old home a defeated 
man “on his uppers,” as the saying is. 
He was, as it were, a brother returning 
from a far country, where he had “struck 
oil.” 

Money (wealth) talked just as loudly 
in Jacob’s day as in this, so Jacob intro- 
duced the installment plan of paying a 
debt. He used this present-day popular 
installment plan. to make an “imprint” 
on his brother Esau, as Andrew H. Brown 
would say. 

What a sight it must have been as one 
drove after another of the finest sort of 
cattle came down the landscape, and all 
this wealth of living property for brother 
Esau. 

But Jacob, like many another, had 
measured his brother’s wheat out of his 
own bushel, Because Jacob had a self- 
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ish personality to a rather marked de- 
gree, he judged his brother Esau from 
the same standpoint. Esau, as we have 
found by studying the story, is one of 
the “easy-come-and-go” sort of natures. 
Such a nature “flies off the handle” very 
quickly, but just as quickly gets back on 
the handle again. If Jacob had known 
Mr. Kipling’s poem he could have re- 
cited, “You’re a better man than I am, 
Gunga Din.” 

Jacob was the same old Jacob, and 
Esau was the same old Esau, but Jacob 
was on his way to a certain experience 
which changed him and made him a 
different Jacob to his dying day. 


“Knees.”—I am not worthy of the least 
of all the mercies . . . which thou hast 
shewed unto thy servant (v. 10). I am 
having trouble with my eyes,.and while 
I can see to get around I cannot see to 
read, so I have to get my information 
over the radio. As I listened the other 
day after lunch, I heard Ted Malone 
quoting a boy’s composition on “Knees,” 
which went like this: 

Knees are the things that punch holes 
in your pants when you play marbles. 
Knees are what you skin when you fall 
down. Knees are what you use to push 
the door open when your arms are full 
of bundles. Knees are what Dad takes 
you over when you are bad. Knees are 
what hit together when you are scared. 

Just at this moment the telephone rang 
and I did not get the last of the compo- 
sition, but I feel pretty sure the boy 
would say, “Knees are what you fall 
upon to call on God when you are in 
trouble.” 

This is what Jacob was doing in this 
present verse, when he cried to God, “I 
am not worthy of the least of all the 
mercies.” 

Some years ago there would come to 
Coatesville a Bible teacher by the name 
of Dr. D. M. Stearns. He was one of the 
finest teachers of the Bible that I have 
ever had the pleasure of sitting under. 
Dr. Stearns is the man I have told about 
of whom one of the mill men said to me, 
“Gee! that man talks about the Bible 
as though it is true.” 

The Doctor’s great prayer was, “ “Thou 
art worthy, O Lord,’ and I am for thy 
good pleasure.” The passage is found 
over in the Book of Revelation (4:11), 
and is the prayer of the Apostle John. 

ver since the day of the Stearns’ classes 
I have adopted this prayer as my own, 
and Jacob could well have adopted it in 
his present circumstances and mental up- 
set. 


Modern Jabboks.—Thy name shall be 
called ... Israel: for as a prince hast 
thou power with God and with nen, and 
hast prevailed (v. 28). Here is one of 
the greatest places in all history. This 
place is called Jabbok, where Heaven 
wrestled with men and changed their 
names, and the way to Jabbok is very 
often just down the same road that Jacob 
came to meet the Lord. 
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There has always been much to say 
for and against great evangelistic move- 
ments, like those that have occurred 
down through the years with Finney, 
Whitefield, Moody, Chapman, Sunday, 
and others. But while many things have 
been said in favor of this mass evangel- 
ism, and this great stirring of peoples 
by song, and great preaching, one of the 
greatest uses of these meetings is that 
they bring the Jacobs to Jabbok. 

The Jacobs go along as belongers. They 
are active in business, in which they 
practice all the tricks of the trade, the 
same as Jacob did, and then they get into - 
an evangelistic meeting, and under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit something 
occurs. 

This was manifestly so in the cam- 
paigns of Mr. Moody. Henry Drummond 
found his Jabbok in the Moody meetings. 
C. T. Studd, the great English athlete and 
topnotch cricket player, found his Jab- 
bok with Moody. 

Here in this country there are many 
men whose whole lives were changed by 
Billy Sunday. Up in Trenton there was 
a very active manufacturer by the name 
of General Murray. He was the average 
good citizen, pushing business in the 
usual American style. Then he found his 
Jabbok in the Billy Sunday meetings, 
and his name was changed from Murray 
to “Israel,” as it were. He and some of 
his friends had Judge Lyon of Perth 
Amboy and myself over to Trenton to 
talk about the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation, and under the leadership of 
General Murray and Governor Stokes 
and Mr. Harvey Voorhees the money 
was raised for the beautiful Y.M.C.A. 
building you will find at Trenton. 

The readers of these notes will know 
other just as striking cases of men who 
have come to Jabbok in an evangelistic 
meeting. 

I tell of one such man at Denver in my 
book, “The Christian Gentleman,” under 
the chapter, “The Christian Gentleman 
in the Making.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


NOTHER lesson with Jacob, but a 

different Jacob. Years have’ passed. 
He was an exile in Haran for probably 
twenty years. He has gained two wives 
and eleven sons and a daughter, and 
great flocks and herds, men servants and 
women servants, and, now, at God’s 
command, he is on his way back to 
Canaan. After his parting with Laban, 
he went on his way, and the angels of 
God met him. Jacob knew them and 
called them “God’s host.” 

Wouldn’t it be great if we could see 
God’s angels now as they did in those 
days? Because angels do minister to us, 
but we sometimes forget this because 
we cannot see theni. 
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But Jacob had to go on and meet Esau 
his brother, from whom he had fled 
twenty years before, and he was afraid. 
He sent servants ahead with droves of 
cattle as presents for Esau, and he and 
his wives and children stayed by the 
brook Jabbok. 

And that night Jacob met the Lord, 
and after wrestling with him until day- 
break, God touched his thigh, so that 
he limped after that. But Jacob would 
not let Him go until He blessed him, 
and God changed his name from Jacob, 
the supplanter, to Israel, a prince with 
God. 

Perhaps the best way to teach this les- 
son to the children would be to repre- 
sent Jacob by a paper doll, showing him 
all alone when he ran away; and then 
with little paper tents show that he had 
great flocks and herds when he returned 
to his own country. He had been will- 
ful and selfish and tricky. God had 
never forsaken him, though He had let 
him reap the punishment for his sins. 
In spite of all his self-will, God loved 
him. 

God loves us. We are disobedient. 
We are willful. We suffer for our sins, 
but God doesn’t cast us off if we are His 
children. 

Ask your class, “When does Mother 
love you, just when you are good?” She 
loves you all the time. Her love doesn’t 
depend on how you act, though she feels 
badly when you do wrong. 

God is love. He so loved the world 
that He sent His only begotten Son to 
be our Saviour. Every child can accept 
Him, and become God’s child, and he can 
never wander beyond God’s love. If he 
is a naughty, disobedient child, he will 
suffer for his sin, but God will not for- 
sake him, and will bring him back as 
He did Jacob. 

Our Golden Text is splendid, and one 
we all need today. Teach it to the chil- 
dren. 


Mopesto, CALir. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefu a leafiet ex- 

laining the conditions of this department. The 

ll list of iessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly og be rejected by 
<1 editors, which might otherwise avail- 
able. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the. word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Best Dugout.—God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in 
trouble (Golden Text). Mr. Toliver, a 
missionary in Szechwan, West China, met 
two high Government officials who are 
out-and-out Christians and soul-winners., 
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One told of an air raid he, his wife, 
and their six-year-old daughter went 
through. Having no dugout, they took 
refuge under the dining room table. As 
bombs fell near by they bowed and 
prayed. When the danger had passed, 
the little girl looked up and said, “Daddy, 
the Lord Jesus is the best dugout, isn’t 
He?”—From China’s Millions. Sent by 
Jane B. James, Toronto, Can. Prize illus- 
tration. 


His Hold, Not Ours.—God is our refuge 
and strength (Golden Text). There is 
a beautiful story told of McLeod Camp- 
bell, the Scotch preacher and divine. 
One day a friend came to him in spirit- 
ual perplexity. “Tell me, how do you 
know that you have always got hold of 
God?” For a long minute the minister 
was silent, and then, with a great wist- 
fulness in his eyes, he said: “How do 
I know that I have always got hold of 
God! I don’t always know; but I do 
know He always has hold of me !”—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Driving and Worrying Don’t Mix.— 
Then Jacob was greatly afraid and dis- 
tressed (Gen. 32:7a). Were you ever 
startled upon the discovery that your 
entire mental outlook was a stark de- 
nial of Christian faith and ideals? Ed- 
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ward Francis said afterward, “I nearly 
wrecked my car. I was so agitated over 
the immediate future, that the racing 
machine reflected my bitter emotions. 
‘What in the world can I do?’ I kept 
asking; ‘how will it be possible for me 
to figure a way out of this dark situa- 
tion?’ And just then the other fellow 
had to do some good driving to avoid my 
wild chariot. He was a fine spirited 
chap, and simply said, ‘Excuse me, mis- 
ter, but you just can’t drive and worry,’ 
then went on. I sat still a moment, and 
a text popped up: ‘Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.’ And I 
saw for the first time, that I, a child of 
God, was mentally living on a hobo 
basis."—From “Filled! With the ‘Spirit,” 
by Richard Ellsworth Day. Sent by C. 
Leslie Smith, Forestville, N. Y. 


Faith of Our Grandfathers.—And Jacob 
said, O God of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac (v. 9). We sing 
“Faith of Our Fathers,” and remember 
our parents’ religious devotion. But can 
our children honestly sing that? Do they 
see evidence of our faith? Or will they 
have to sing, “Faith of our grandfathers, 
living faith’?—From The Upper Room. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 


Why Stop?—Deliver me, I pray thee, 
from the hand of my brother... Esau 
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Lesson for August 30 


(v. lla). In the spring of 1919 a chap- 
lain with the American Army in Ger- 
many asked a major whether he prayed 
during the fighting on the Western front. 
“Certainly I did,” he replied. “I did not 
express my prayers as you do, but I 
prayed without ceasing.” “Well, major,” 
the chaplain continued, “when did you 
pray last?” “November the 11th,” was 
the quick reply. Suggested by this con- 
versation is the thought that men pray 
most when they realize their dependence 
upon God. Times of danger or extreme 
emergency bring us to our knees. But 
men should cultivate their prayer lives 
until they pray not because they are in 
danger, but simply because they are in- 
curably spiritual—From The Upper 
Room. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


We Can Trust Him—Deliver me, I 
pray thee ... And thou saidst, I will 
surely do thee geod (vs. 11, 12). The 
automobiles and other traffic kept up 
such a continual stream of swift motion 
that it was out of the question to attempt 
crossing. But the stream never hesi- 
tated; it came on resistlessly. Will they 
ever stop! When he began to wonder 
if there was anyone, anywhere, in charge 
of this unceasing traffic, unexpectedly 
at the very edge where he wanted to 
cross the whole stream of motors stop- 
ped; and he crossed without the slightest 
strain or uncertainty. The mystery was 
explained: the traffic policeman had 
given the signal “Stop.” We can safely 
trust God to do as well as a traffic police- 
man.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by C. Leslie Smith, Forestville, N. Y. 


When Christ Looks at Men.—And he 
said, Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, but Israel (v. 28a). One day 
Christ looked at a hated taxgatherer 
named Levi. He saw down through his 
greed and his apparent Satisfaction a 
hunger for better things. He gave him a 
brand new name indicative of his new 
life — Matthew, meaning “gift of God.” 
One day Christ looked at a man named 
Simon, and He gave him a new name, 
Peter, meaning “rock.” Peter did not 
act very much like a rock. Indeed, he 
behaved exactly like the shifting, un- 
stable sand. But when sand becomes 
stone, it is remarkably hard stone, being 
then, sandstone. Such was Peter — sand 
in his earlier life, but after the fire of 
Pentecost, he became sandstone, fulfill- 
ing the Master’s prophecy of him.—From 
Baptist Teacher. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis 
Roe, Lynn, Mass. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


ACOB’S underhanded ways of get- 

ting things got him into trouble with 

his brother. How? Yet what gracious 

promise did the Lord make him on his 
lonely trip? 

Jacob finally arrived safely at his 
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uncle’s. But there he experienced the 
truth of what the Lord later stated, 
“With what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again” (Matt. 7:2). 
Uncle Laban cheated Jacob plenty! 
Jacob agreed to work for his uncle seven 
years and them marry Laban’s pretty 
daughter Rachel. But when the wed- 
ding day came, he did not get Rachel, 
but her older sister Leah. That was 
rather discouraging, but Jacob agreed to 
work seven more years for Rachel, the 
girl he loved. His family, which in time 
was increased by eleven children, was 
not a happy one because the two wives 
were jealous of each other. 

Laban’s flocks had greatly increased 
while Jacob worked for him and took 
care of them. So Laban wanted to hire 
Jacob longer. Jacob agreed to stay on, 
if Laban would give him all the black 
sheep and spotted cattle for his wages. 
“That way, you can know if I steal any 
of yours,” explained Jacob. But Jacob 
used several tricks, and in a few years 
most of the strong, healthy animals were 
spotted cattle or black sheep. Naturally, 
Laban’s love for Jacob was getting cool. 

God told Jacob to return to his own 
homeland. So one day, without Laban’s 
knowing it, Jacob gathered his family 
and stock together, and set out. Laban 
came chasing after them. (Rachel had 
done a little cheating, too, and carried 
off her father’s idols.) God warned 


. Laban in a dream against interfering 


with Jacob. Finally the men came to 
an agreement. They set up a pile of 
stones on a line to separate the two 
of them. Laban could not keep an eye 
on Jacob to see that he kept his prom- 
ise, so he said: “The Lord watch be- 
tween me and thee, when we are absent 
one from another.” 

Jacob got safely away from Laban. 
But there was Esau waiting at the other 
end of the journey. Would he still be 
vengeful? Jacob sent messengers to his 
brother, courteously informing him of 
his coming. They returned to Jacob, 
stating that Esau and four hundred men 
were coming to meet him. Coming to 
destroy him, Jacob must have thought. 
What should he do? Who could help 
him? He divided his people and herds 
into two bands, hoping that one might 
escape if the other was attacked. Jacob 
prayed earnestly (read to the class Gen. 
32:9-12). Then he planned a valuable 
series of gifts— goats, sheep, camels, 
cows, and so on—to win Esau’s good 
will if possible, and sent them on ahead 
with some distance between each group. 

When Jacob and Esau finally met, 
Jacob bowed very respectfully seven 
times as he approached his brother. 
Esau ran and kissed him. ‘hen the 
members of Jacob’s family were intro- 
duced. At first Esau refused to accept 
the gifts, saying that he had plenty; 
but when Jacob insisted, Esau accepted 
them, showing he intended to be 
friendly. 
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Many parts of our country are, at the 
time of writing this article, living in sus- 
pense and fear, as lights along the coast 
are permanently dimmed and practice 
air raid warnings are issued. What if we 
are bombed? The children are them- 
selves innocent in this respect, but it 
may be well to explain to them how 
some of our national sins are now com- 
ing back like boomerangs upon us, as 
Jacob’s difficulties were the results of 
his own treacheries. The scrap iron 
which we sold to Japan (some of our 
older boys helped collect it), and which 
we knew was to be used for the destruc- 
tion of China, now falls upon American 
possessions and wounds American boys. 
The drink evil and disregard for the 
Lord’s Day, which our country has legal- 
ized, weakened the defense at Pearl 
Harbor. 

Jacob confessed his sins, quoted God’s 
promises, asked God’s protection, and 
took what human prccautions for safety 
he could. America might well do like- 
wise. “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. There- 
fore will not we fear” (Psa. 46:1, 2; 
Memory Verse). 


Wayne, MAINE. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To challenge the girls to surren- 
der every obstacle that blocks the way 
between themselves and the Lord. 


Symbol.—This would be a splendid oc- 
casion to present to the class a copy of 
Warner Sallman’s famous ‘“‘Head of Christ.”’ 
This picture is available, also, on Scrip- 
ture verse stationery. What persons or 
things are causing fear in the lives of 
your girls? How may they hold on toe 
the Lord until His blessing and victory 
is theirs? 











Dip Gop Have JAcos? 


ACOB had God (Gen. 28:13-15). Did 

God have Jacob? Did Jacob’s suc- 
cess in Haran, and his awareness of 
God, deliver him from the fear of his 
brother against whom he had sinned, and 
from whose anger he had escaped? This 
fear was suppressed, but not overcome, 
and when Jacob came face to face with 
the problem of meeting his brother, the 
same terrifying fear possessed him. 

As you follow Genesis 32, 33, 35, make 
a chart in three columns, showing the 
progress of: 

(1) Jacob’s changing attitude toward 
Esau. 

(2) God’s constant dealings with Jacob. 

(3) Jacob’s inoreasing dependence up- 
on the Lord. 

Although the Lord had revealed to 
Jacob His angel army, nevertheless “Ja- 
cob was greatly afraid” (Psa, 91:11; 2 
Kings 6:16, 17). As in the case of the 
birthright, he thought he must do some- 
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thing to help himself. The birthright 
entitled him to the position of prince 
over Esau, but at the moment he did not 
feel like a prince. He felt like the “sup- 
planter” that he was. In despair he sent 
a message to Esau, a message worded 
in the first person, singular: “I have 
sojourned ...I have oxen ...I have 
sent ... that I may find grace.” Here 
was no penitence, no humility, no love. 
Jacob was trying to impress his brother 
with his own greatness. 

Hear his prayer (Gen. 32:9-12). God 
had blessed him; yet he knew he was 
unworthy. God had promised future 
blessings; yet he was sick with fear. 
Wherever he turned, his sin against Esau 
blocked the channel between himself and 
God. 

After his prayer, still fearing lest Esau 
might not be impressed with mere words, 
Jacob sent about five hundred and eighty 
head of livestock as a gift to prove that 
he was a prince, and to appease his 
brother and buy his good will (Gen. 
32:20). “If he had not sold me his birth- 
right,” Jacob may have maintained, “4 
would never have taken his blessing. 
He should blame himself for his trouble 
and loss. But perhaps if I pay him well, 
he will be satisfied.” 


“Wuat Is Toy Name?” 


Again Jacob was trying to fool Esau, 
but he could not fool himself. He knew 
that no gift could atone for his guilt. If 
he were a prince, he must resemble one 
(Judges 8:18). He must live as a bene- 
factor and giver, rather than a “sup- 
planter” and receiver. At last, in order 
to untangle the burdens of his heart, he 
left everything and everyone that occu- 
pied his attention, and met alone with 
God. All night long the Lord wrestled 
with Jacob to subdue his pride and self- 
will. Can you hear Jacob, in his weak- 
ness and helplessness, cry out, “I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless me”? 
Life without God was too dreadful to 
consider ! 

Jacob had tried to be a prince on his 
own merits, but it took the Lord to 
transform the “supplanter” into “a prince 
... with God and with men.” No longer 
did he look at his own greatness, and 
glory. He saw “God face to face” —his 
God, his “refuge and strength.” Read a 
Psalm dedicated to Jacob’s Lord (Psa. 
46). 

“BECAUSE Gop —” 


Victory was a reality! It mattered not 
so much now whether he had Esau’s good 
will; Jacob had the gracious good will of 
the Lord. No longer was Esau an object 
of fear, for God was “the health of ... 
Chis] countenance” (Psa. 42:5, 11; 43:5). 
Like a prince, Jacob could “lift up his 
eyes,” and look at Esau unafraid, and un- 
ashamed, for had he not been forgiven 
and blessed! As Jacob beheld his 
brother, so much humility and love 
flooded his soul that Esau was conscious 
of #, and he “ran to meet him, ... and 
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they wept.” Esau, too, perhaps, had been 
longing for the love of his brother. 

“Take, I pray thee, my blessing,” 
pleaded Jacob, “because God —.” Jacob’s 
first desire was to share with his own 
brother, not alone his possessions, but the 
grace and blessing of the Lord (John 
1:41). No more was Jacob’s soul “lean 
from day to day” (2 Sam. 13:4), for 
through acknowledging his weakness he 
had found the Lord’s strength (2 Cor. 
12:9). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF, 


ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Jacob, inside the Gate. 


Discussion: Someone said life is like a 
hurdle race. Name some of the “hur- 
dles” which face a fellow today if he 
tries to live right. 


Objective: Psalm 37:5. 


AY, fellows, last Sunday we found 

Jacob at Bethel where he had a 
wonderful vision and heard God’s voice, 
which caused him to call that place and 
circumstances the gate of Heaven. In 
the making of a life covenant with the 
Lord, Jacob entered that gate and the 
rest of his life was spent inside the en- 
closure of Heaven under God’s directing 
and protecting care, I called your at- 
tention to the fact that one does not 
have to die to enter (in a very real 
sense) the gate of Heaven, for the sim- 
ple reason that Heaven’s gate—‘“the 
strait gate’—is right down here on 
earth, and swinging open, where we 
have to live our life. 


At the Kerrville, Texas, young peo- 
ple’s conference, I met a woman who 
owned a large ranch. She invited me 
to come and visit her home, and in giv- 
ing me directions how to reach it she 
said that on a certain highway at a cer- 
tain point I would find her front gate 
facing the road. She, at the same time, 
informed me that it was twenty miles 
from the front gate to the house, but to 
drive in and follow the straight road 
which would lead me to her front door. 
I regretted I was not able to accept her 
hospitality. It would have been a pleas- 
ant experience. 


Jacob got off the broad highway at 
Bethel, and entered the covenant-life 
gate with the Lord. It was none other 
than the gate of Heaven. He had yet a 
long way to go, sixty years more of life 
on earth yet to live; but from that on he 
walked in the assurance of the protect- 
ing care of a covenant-keeping God, un- 
til the Lord opened the big front door 
of his mansion on high and bade him, 
“Come in.” 

But Jacob did not have an easy time. 
He had long years of hard service in 
Haran and a sore disappointment in his 
dealings with his uncle Laban; but the 
Lord counseled him and led him through 
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and out of his difficulties; then made a 
way for him to escape. Said the Lord 
to him, “I am the God of Beth-el, where 
thou anointedst the pillar, and where 
thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, 
get thee out from this land, and return 
unto the land of thy kindred” (31:13). 
Do not fail to read these three chapters, 
31, 32, and 33, for they contain the thrill- 
ing narrative of Jacob’s escape with all 
that belonged to him. 


Which brings us up to today’s lesson 
in the thirty-second chapter where Jacob 
received the startling news that his 
brother Esau was coming out to meet 
him with a small army. And Jacob re- 
membered that it was to escape the 
avenging hand of his brother he had 
left home twenty-one years before. In- 
deed he had never been able to forget 
it. It was an anxious moment. But 
here again the hand of the Lord was 
with him. A host of angels had just 
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Lesson for August 30 


appeared to him. It was a fresh token 
of God’s overshadowing care. Jacob was 
frightened, but he claimed God’s prom- 
ise. “O God of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, the Lord which 
saidst unto me, Return unto thy coun- 
try, and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee: I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant . . . Deliver me, I pray thee, 
from the hand of my brother. . . Esau: 
for I fear him, lest he will come and 
smite me, and the mother with the chil- 
dren” (vs. 9-11). And what did Esau 
do? Why, he fell on his brother Jacob’s 
neck and kissed him! What a wonder- 
ful Lord God was Jacob’s! 

It is a true picture of the real Chris- 
tian life of faith, fellows. Being in part- 
nership with the Lord does not mean 
that one will have an easy time in this 
life. ‘There will be upsets, hardships, 
disappointments — and sometimes it may 
seem that the world is tumbling about 
one’s head; but the Lord sees you 
through. And what a victory! Who 
could want it otherwise? 


Avon Park, FLA. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank Thee for Thy providing care in all 
the days. We may be surrounded by strange 
circumstances, we may be proceeding in what 
we fear may be great difficulties,. yet Thou 
art ever preparing the way that we should 
take and clearing away difficulties. In the 
strife that existed between brothers, by the 
unexpected kindness of Esau that which Jacob 
dreaded did not occur, and provision was 
made in the providence of God for his accept- 
ance with Esau when he feared rejection. 
Thou art ever dealing thus with Thy chil- 
dren, doing far bette: by us than our fears 
have led us to expect and we are renewedly 
taught the lessons of the way that has been 
prepared for us by Tny wisdom. Forgive us 
for doubting Thy care, and teach us to go 
forward confidently under Thy direction. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Picture, if you will, 
that man Jacob so full of doubts and 
fears about the future as he went to 
meet Esau. He was expecting harsh 
treatment. There were reasons why. 
But God had other reasons. He had a 
plan for Jacob looking far into the fu- 





GOD A REFUGE Prevage, 
A PRESENT HELP IN TROUBLE 











ture. The story has come down to us 
of these brothers of the old day, one of 
them making provision for rejection, if 
that should come, and arranging for a 
careful approach to his brother. How 
much Jacob had to learn on the way! 
New trust in God was to be his lesson, 
and that will be your lesson and mine, 
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as we consider this Old Testament nar- 
rative. Notice, if you will, how God’s 
promises have entered into the picture 
and what God’s promises always mean 
if we accept them, and in the light of 
that go forward in any supposed diffi- 
culty.. Will you ask Him today to lead 
you, in these strange days of ours, in 
what He wants you to do, and then go 
forward with song and gladness? Let 
us pray. 
od 


This Week's Questions Answered 


‘(The questions are on page 649) 


1. Jacob knew that he deserved the dis- 
approval of Esau, because he had defrauded 
Esau out of his father’s blessing, and Esau 
had threatened to kill him, but greater than 
fear for himself was his fear for the destruc- 
tion of all that which was precious to him. 


2. From the promise in Genesis 3:15, we 
see Satan working in every way to destroy 
the promised Seed. Had Esau attacked and 
destroyed the children of Jacob how would 
God’s promise at Bethel concerning Jacob’s 
seed be fulfilled? Back of Esau’s enmity 
was Satan seeking to destroy the Seed. 


3. Proverbs 18:16, 19; 21:14. 


4. Jacob had built his life after his own 
specifications. The Lord wanted to replace 
these with His own better plans. 


5. Material success does not always depend 
upon spiritual relationships. 


6. It means literally “heel-catcher,” or 
“supplanter,”” and was suggestive of his 
general behavior until subdued by divine 
grace. 


7. Israel means “a prince with God.” This 
name was given to Jacob when he prevailed 
with God by subjection to His will. 

8. It was practically confessing the crooked- 
ness of his life, and casting himself upon 
the mercy of God. 

9. “And the angel of the Lord said unto 
him, Why askest thou thus after my name, 
seeing it is secret?” (Judges 13:18.) 

10. He treated him as a brother and did 
not cast up the past. 





[ Children at Home 





September Holiday 
. By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


EPTEMBER, like April, is an elusive, 
delightful month. There are days 
when the air is luminous with liquid 
gold and the nights have sparkles of 
frost. Then just as we become con- 
vinced that fall has come, suddenly the 
month harks back again to July and the 
shortened days are all aglow with heat. 
It was during one of those stretches 
of September summer that I was noti- 
fied to make ready for a bird-trip to 
Beach Haven and Tuckerton, along with 
some other old-timers, who have been 
my companions in the wilderness, lo, 
these many years. 

Someone has written that old age is 
an evil and incurable disease, but if the 
author of that melancholy statement had 
gone in for nature study when he was 
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young he would have been too busy 
with birds and orchids and other inter- 
esting friends to spend any time mourn- 
ing over his lost youth. 

I set my alarm at five, and as usual 
spent most of the night listening to hear 
it go off. It did at last, just as I had 
finally fallen asleep, and I made my way 
sleepily over to Camden where I: met 
the Banker in his brand-new car. 

We stopped first at Fish House, where 
a lifetime or so ago shad fishers drew 
their nets and where a fishing club had 
once stood before the Revolution. The 
fishers are long gone and the clubhouse 
has crumbled away, but there still re- 
mains an enchanting view of the great 
Delaware River. 


That morning as we looked down from 
the edge of a high bluff we saw below 
us pools of the lambent, glowing gold 
of bur marigolds set in the filmy green 
of the willows, while beyond, in the 
silvered water of the river, showed no 
less than forty-eight crystal-white Amer- 
ican egrets up from the South. 

Overhead were flocks of Forster’s 
terns, distinguished from the common 
tern by wearing a black earcap instead 
of a black headcap and among the reeds 
we heard the tinkling notes of a flock of 
migrating bobolinks whose unmistakable 
flight calls I hear night after night dur- 
ing September. 

As we reluctantly turned back to our 
car, a female marsh hawk passed across 
the water in swift flight and the sunlight 
gleamed on her tawny brown back and 
the snowy band at the base of her tail. 
The last bird we saw was a great blue 
heron crouching in the long river grass 
all set to spear some unwary frog. 


Picking up our companions at River- 
ton and Beverley we whirled across the 
Plains straight to the shore where we 
spent a happy morning among the beach 
birds: semipalmated and Western sand- 
pipers, only recognizable by their longer 
bills; plover — semipalmated, piping, and 
black-breasted; and knot, some in win- 
ter plumage, others ‘still showing robin- 
red breasts. Willets flew by, now and 
then, making a brave show with their 
flashy black and white wings and sound- 
ing the call which has given them their 
name, “pill-will-willet.” 

Then we started for Tuckerton, pass- 
ing the Indian Mound which some day 
we are going to explore. The:2 we saw 
more waterfowl, including double- 
crested cormorant and gulls .ng-billed 
laughing, and herring. On tne way back 
one of our quartette stopped the car 
claiming that over in the salt meadows 
he saw a pure white gull. 

There had been rumors that a glau- 
cous gull, the big white burgomaster 
from the Arctic seas, had been seen once 
or twice in New Jersey the month be- 
fore. We leveled our glasses at the sit- 
ting bird but could see no black mark 
or spot and almost had decided to 
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score it as that rare wanderer from the 
North, when the Banker, with his char- 
acteristic zeal for accuracy, made his 
way across the wet meadows for a nearer 
view. As he came close the big gull 
slowly rose into the air and we saw the 
black wing tips of an adult herring gull 
which had been obscured by the dis- 
tance and reluctantly we removed the 
burgomaster from our list. 

The last rare bird of the day was 
scored by the Banker, who stopped the 
car so suddenly that the Botanist nearly 
went through the windshield. 

“A mocker or a shrike,” he explained. 

We looked high and low but no such 
bird was in sight. Just as we were 
accusing him of senile dementia, out 
from the bushes flew a large bird with 
the long tail and unmistakable black- 
and-white plumage of a mockingbird. 
Every year we find two or three of these 
rare visitors from the South who seem 
to be coming North more and more 
frequently. In fact, this summer one 
of my sons, who is a much better birdist 
than his cld father, found a pair nesting 
at Hershey in Pennsylvania. 

The Banker leaned back and regarded 
us tolerantly. 

“Probably you’re all too old to recog- 
nize birds any more, but stick’ around 
with me—I'll show ’em to you,” he 
said kindly. 


HAVERFORD, PA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Sept. 6, I. Hobbies for All. Eecles. 11:9. 


Sunday, August 30 


In the Glow of the Campfire 
(Luke 24:28-32) ’ 
(An outdoor service) 





Mon.—A camp of vision (Gen. 28:11, 12, 
17). 

Tues.—A holy camp (Deut. 23:14). 

Wed.—A campfire Psalm (Psa. 8). 

Thurs.—An unholy campfire (John 18:18, 
25). 

Fri.—The holy Presence (Matt. 18:20). 

Sat.—A campfire program (Eph. 5:19, 20). 











HERE is much in a campfire in the 

open of which those who are familiar 
only with the gasoline stove or the char- 
coal grill know nothing. The leaping 
flames, the curling smoke, the pungent 
tang of burning chestnut, or ‘beech, or 
pine, the snap and crackle, as tiny ex- 
plosions send showers of sparks floating 
upward on the heated air, the incessant 
play of light and shadow on the faces of 
those gathered about, all combine to 
make campfire the place of thoughtful- 
ness, meditation, and often of serious 
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decision that will be burned deeply into 
the heart. If your group has the op- 
portunity to make this meeting an out- 
door campfire meeting, use it not merely 
as a diversion from the regular type of 
meeting, but make it count much in the 
spiritual life of your group for the com- 
ing fall and winter. 

If such a meeting is impossible, then 
even an artificial campfire of logs and 
electric lights in the center of your meet- 
ing room with seats arranged in a circle 
about it may have its real value as a 
time of thoughtful decision if you will 
make it so. Even one small candle in 
the center of the group, if no artifftial 
fire can be constructed, is not to be de- 
spised. Use familiar hymns and Scrip- 
ture passages so that no artificial light 
will be needed for reading. 

4 

There are two gatherings around a 
fire in the life of the Lord Jesus that 
may center our thoughts for this meet- 
ing. The one was in the courtyard of 
the palace of the high priest in Jerusa- 
lem the night before the Lord was cru- 
cified. There was gathered a mixed 
throng of soldiers and servants of the 
high priest and perhaps some curiosity 
seekers eager to know what lay behind 
the secret arrest of the Prophet and 
Teacher who had been going about 
through the land for the three years 
previous to this scene. Here also was 
one of the Lord’s disciples, — one of the 
inner circle,— whose privilege it had 
been to receive from the Lord Jesus 
some of the innermost thoughts of His 
heart. He loved his Master after his 
own impulsive fashion, and he had dem- 
onstrated his willingness to draw his 
sword and fight for Him. But here at 
this campfire, when the quiet test of 
loyalty confronted him in the remark 
of some of the high priest’s servants 
who stood about, Peter shamefully de- 
nied his Lord, saying, “I know him not!” 
We all know the result of that denial, 
and how Peter went out from that camp- 
fire to weep in bitter remorse and re- 
pentance. 


But not very many weeks later there 
was another campfire scene by the shore 
of the Sea of Galilee. As Peter, John, 
Thomas, Nathanael, and several of the 
others approached the shore in a fish- 
ing boat, after a night of fruitless toil, 
they saw the Lord Jesus standing by 
a fire, beside which bread and fish were 
cooking. Impulsive Peter could not wait 
for the boat to touch the land, but leaped 
into the water and rushed to the side 
of his risen Lord. 

After the meal of fellowship about 
the fire the Lord Jesus turned to Peter 
and asked that threefold question, “Si- 
mon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” We 
are privileged to learn from the record 
Simon’s brokenhearted exclamation, 
“Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee,” and to hear 
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the Lord’s reassuring commission, “Feed 
my sheep.” 

What a difference there was in Simon 
Peter when he went out from this camp- 
fire! No longer denying his Lord, Peter 
boldly proclaimed Him, even when 
brought before tribunals that could have 
taken his life. We find him saying, “By 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, even by him doth this 
man stand here before you whole. This 
is the stone which was set at nought 
of you builders, which is become the 
head of the corner. Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:10-12). The members of the Sanhedrin 
when they saw Peter’s boldness mar- 
veled and took knowledge of him that 
he had been with Jesus. 

On another occasion Peter’s searching 
words pricked his hearers in their hearts 
and resulted in the conversion of three 
thousand persons. It made a difference 
at which campfire Peter warmed him- 
self, didn’t it? When he warmed him- 
self at the fire of the Lord’s enemies, 
the result was compromise and sorrow 
and remorse. But when he sought the 
fire of the Lord’s own building, and fel- 
lowshiped with his Lord and Master, the 
result was power, boldness, and effec- 
tive service. 


we 


To us as Christian young people will 
come many temptations to warm our- 
selves at the fires of those who do not 
love and serve our Lord. There is the 
fire of social prestige. It may not be the 
fire of “four hundred,” but in every com- 
munity this fire burns brightly, and we 
shall be tempted to assoeiate with those 
who deny our Lord, for the sake of the 
standing it gives us in the community. 

There is the fire of good times to which 
we are sometimes urged by the fear of 
being lonely or being left out of things. 
It seems harmless enough, but often it 
throws us into intimate contact with 
those who care nothing for the things 
of Christ. 

There is the fire of questionable amuse- 
ments that burns so attractively and 
where the comradeship seems so gay 
and appealing. 

There is the fire of ambition that 
calls to us to make something of our- 
selves even if it does involve denying 
our Lord occasionally. 

Oh, we know many such fires, whose 
warmth and glow have attracted us, and 
some of us know, too, that when the 
test comes around such a fire, the temp- 
tation either by word or deed to say, 
“I know him not!” is often too strong to 
be resisted. And some of us know, too, 
the remorse that follows the denying of 
our Lord in such ways, 


But how good it is to know that the 
Lord Jesus keeps burning ever brightly 
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the fire of fellowship with Him for those 
who, in true confession and repentance, 
will turn from such fires of denial to 
His fire of forgiveness and fellowship 
and food. When we are willing to re- 
ceive what He provides, then He can 
send us out refreshed and strengthened 
and empowered to be His witnesses, so 
that even those who do not love Him 
and serve Him shall marvel and shall 
know that we have been with Him. 
Just where are you seeking warmth and 
fellowship? 
= 


Shall we not make this campfire meet- 
ing a time of decision to have done with 
all that would hinder our clear testi- 
mony for Him, and accept His loving for- 
giveness, His adequate provision fcr all 
our needs, and His enabling and 
strengthening fellowship that shall make 
us fearless and effective witnesses to 
His power and grace? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Power of God's Word 


(Continued from page 646) 


heart that you, my reader friend, have 
had, and are still having, such experi- 
ences. If you have never yet tried to 
win a soul, start soon, and assuredly the 
same joy will become yours also. 


There was on hand at the mission a - 


supply of New Testaments in various 
languages, and each foreign sailor was 
presented with a copy before his ship left 
port. But the problem which we early 
faced in dealing with a man, speaking a 
language we were unable to speak, was 
how to present the Gospel to him. This 
was solved by purchasing and keeping 
for the sole use of the worker Testa- 
ments and Bibles having English in one 
column and a foreign language in the 
column parallel to it. 

One evening, as I entered the hall to 
give the Gospel message, I saw in the 
audience a group of seven Frenchmen. 
As I was speaking, it seemed evident 
that only one of the seven couid under- 
stand what was being said. After the 
meeting was over, I approached the one 
who could understand English, and in- 
vited him with his six companions to 
come with me into an adjoining room. 
In they came, and after greeting each 
one warmly,—for I always try to have 
even my handshake convey what is in 
my heart,—I then had them gather 
around a table in the center of the room. 

A French Testament was presented to 
- each man to keep. And then, using the 
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maa who understood a stnal./iuy of 
English as my interpreter, I selected and 
pointed out to him in my French and 
English parallel Testament certain Gos- 
pel texts, explaining and emphasizing 
them to him. He, in turn, had his com- 
panions find the same verses in their 
French Testaments, and he told them 
what had been said. And while he was 
doing this, I kept praying for God's 
blessing upon it all. 

At that table that night every one 
of those seven Frenchmen professed to 
have accepted Christ, and to believe 
God’s Word assuring them of salvation. 
Their happy faces as they later left for 
their ship were a pleasure to behold. 
Surely you will agree with me that what 
took place that night in the hearts and 
lives of those men was altogether of 
God, through His Word, and by the op- 
eration of His Spirit. Less than a month 
later I had a similar experience, this 
time with five German sailors. And in 
the months and years following, many 
individuals and groups were dealt with. 


It almost seemed as if the whole world, : 


representatively, entered that mission’s 
doors. 

In closing, I want to say that it pays 
to believe God’s Word implicitly for one’s 
self, and also to place it in the hands, 
and present it to the hearts of others, 
in confidence that God Himself will bless 
it, and use both it and you to the salva- 


tion of precious souls for whom Christ - 


died. 
(To be concluded) 
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Delivered from Modernism 


To the Editor: 

I am a minister of the Methodist Church 
here in England, and a friend in Rhodesia 
has very kindly had sent to me copies of 
Tue SunpAy ScHooLt TIMEs. I believe she 
has subscribed for a year’s copies to be 
sent, and several have arrived already. The 
lady’s name is Miss E. Bush of Gwelo, 
Southern Rhodesia. 

Miss Bush was one of those used by God 
to deliver me from Modernism, and her 
sending to me a copy of Dr. Scofield’s Ref- 
erence Bible sealed the great change over 
from death to life in my soul. She has now 
been the means of sending me THE SuNnpDAY 
Scuoo, Trmes, and again I am very deeply 
indebted to her. I wish its parallel could 
be found in England for I find it most help- 
ful and inspiring. Also the Modernism 
seems to have got a stranglehold upon the 
religious life of this country, and nowhere 
more firmly than upon the Sunday schools. 
Our colleges since the last great war have 
been entirely Modernist, but God is dealing 
with them now by closing them. Four out 
of six are already closed, and the others 
have but a handful of men. There seems 
to be no widely read periodical either for 
teacher or students here like the S.S.T. 

I read your article on the Old Prayer 
Meeting, and have adopted the idea of re- 
quests. As I have to spread myself over 
seven village churches, I cannot yet report 
progress, but hope to. Your articles on 
tract distribution have searched me very 


* (15) 655 








How to Destroy 
the Jews 


It is a puzzle of the ages. Hitler 
can’t solve it, and is only bungling 
the job. Egypt tried it, but only 
landed in the bottom of the Red Sea! 
But God reveals a possible way. 
Pastor H. O. VanGilder discovered 
the secret and allowed us to print it 
in a 16-page tract. Haman need 
never have hung if he had seen this 
tract! Hitler needs to know. And 
certainly every Christian will be 
eager to see it. 


It is yours for 10 cents, including 
a sample copy of our paper THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE. Just enclose 10 
cents and say, “Send me ‘How to 
Destroy the Jews.” 


And may we remind you also of the 
continuous needs of our Missionary un- 
dertakings? Our work merits your every 
confidence. Your fellowship in prayer 
and gift is always appreciated. THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE is sent to all con- 
tributors. , 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, New York 























Your BEST Advertisement 


— of meetings, services, etc., for Churches, Classes, 
Societies, or Personal Use. The /ittle Monthly with 
alot of power. Four pages of soul-saving experi- 
ences, and testimonies, articles, and poems. 

our A t imprin . Price 
ONLY $4.50 a thousand. Issued monthly. Send 
for FREE sample, enclosing stamp for mailing. 

THE DOORSTEP EVANGEL 
Dr. Willard M. Aldrieh, Editor 


P. O. Box 1-T - - Vancouver, Wash. 


Bargains in Bible study 


Special reduced prices on four Moody 
correspondence courses until Sept. 15, be- 
cause texts are shelf worn or slightly 
{ damaged. Offer for individual study only. 








Regular Special 


Fundamentals of 


Christian Faith $5.00 $4.25 
Scripture Memorizing for 
. Successful Soul-winning 3.50 2.75 
Bible Chapter Summary 7.00 5.95 
World-Wide Missions 6.00 4.95 


Free enrollment for teachers in Moody 
Correspondence School classes where ten 

Q or more are enrolled. Student rate is half 
price. Offer good only if class is organized 
before Sept. 30. 


Correspondence School Dept. S-800 


Moody Bible Institute 


163 t*nSTIiITUTE PLACE + CHICAGO 
I’m interested in: , 
( special priced courses ([(] class plan 
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much, and again it is hard to find in this 
country the novelty or attractiveness of 
tract publications which are exhibited in 
your country and Canada. 

This week I have received the copy of 
the Times dealing with the Truth for Stu- 
dents Movement, and it made me hungry 
to handle some of the T.F.S. booklets of 
which you write. 

I hope to remain a reader of your sound 
and instructive Sunpay Scnoo. Times and to 
commend it to others. I enclose a copy of 
an article published in “The Fundamen- 
talist’” here which will give you some ink- 
ling as to myself, and at the same time show 
how the work of honored Americans has 
helped to shape me. 

With prayer for God’s blessing on THe 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes.—Frank Ockenden. 

, 





The 8.S.T. on the Mission Field 


To the Editor: 

I would like to say that we are very 
grateful indeed to the kind friends who 
make it possible for us to receive THe Sun- 
pay Scnoo.t Trmes, and shall be very pleased 
to receive it as long as it can be sent to us. 
It is a magazine we should find hard to get 
along without, and we profit by every de- 
partment in it. We are sorry it cannot 
reach us in time for preparing the Sunday 
school lessons, but we quite understand that 
the distance makes that impossible even in 
normal times, much less now when mails 
are so irregular. 

I might say that our children translate and 
use many of the topics from the “Young 
People’s Prayer Meeting,” and the “Family 
Worship” department for Bible studies and 
young people’s meetings. I pass on some 
of the numbers to our married children; 
and those dealing especially with the train- 
ing of children, home, and Sunday school 
work, I send to our daughter-in-law who is 
the mother of three bonny little ones. 

May the Lord continue richly to bless the 
ministry of THe Sunpay Scuoo.t Times, and 
to use it especially in these dark days to up- 
lift many hearts.—Mr. and Mrs. G. J. Frank 
Krieger, San Nicolas, B.A., Argentina. 





A Word from Scotland 


To the Editor: 

“He faileth not.” 

I have much pleasure in sending on my 
subscription for THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes 
for 1942. This was dispatched last week 
under permit by government, per money 
order. 

Proverbs 3:5,6. 

With every good wish,—B. M’Catl Barbour, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 





Eprror’s Note.—This letter was of special 
interest to the Editors, as Mr. Barbour is 
well known as a writer of devotional book- 
lets of exceptional value. There are twenty- 
five in the “Christian Life” series, and thir- 
teen in the “‘Workers’” series. These may 
be had at six cents each from the Christian 
Life Literature Fund, Room 506, Common- 
wealth Bldg., 1201 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





A Bible Contest 


To the Editor: 

In the issue of April 11, I read the article, 
“Try a Bible Contest,”’ by Charles D. Hol- 
land, and was reminded of a Bible Study 
Contest that the church to which I belonged 
conducted. 

The entire church studied a book of the 
New Testament each month or, in the case 
of the shorter books, we grouped two or 
three together. Twenty questions, some- 
times twenty-five questions, were made out 
on the study, and given to the entire con- 
gregation one month before the questions 
were to be answered by the leader. We 
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used the fourth Wednesday evening in the 
month for the discussion and answering the 
questions. 

Those who cared to could send their an- 
swers in and they were graded. It was very 
gratifying to note the large number of the 
young people who wanted their papers 
graded. 

This method created quite a bit of in- 
terest, and I’m sure many read the Word 
and understood it better as a result of the 
study. 

We used some straight questions, some 
matching questions, some counting of cer- 
tain words, some counting of Old Testament 
references, etc. I thought this might be of 
interest—Mrs. W: S. Geutzke, Big Spring, 
Tex. 





[ With the New Books 


Daily Strength. By Charles G. Finney. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 25 cents.) When the prince 
of revivalists speaks, it behooves one 
to listen. And there is always a certain 
ruggedness of thought and expression 
about such old worthies as Whitefield, 
Wesley, and Finney, which, aside from 
their preaching achievements, command 
respect and attention. It is Prof. David 
Heydenburk, an Executive of the Finney 
Sesquicentennial Memorial Conference 
(Chicago, June 21-28), who has compiled 
from the writings of Oberlin’s most hon- 
ored name, these devotional passages 
for each day in the month. They are 
composed of texts and comments which 
deal with the weightier doctrines of Holy 
Writ. — God’s goodness and severity, and 
His “infinitely meek, sweet, holy, and 
desirable Sovereignty”; the fact that with 
truly regenerate persons, holiness is the 
rule and sin the exception, and that bap- 
tism into Christ’s death is potent to slay 
every evil habit and temper. Any sin- 
cere reader cannot help but breathe in 
from the strong words a new understand- 
ing of God and His great plan of sal- 
vation. 





Some Practical Aspects of the Blessed 
Hope. By Hugh R. Monro, LL.D. (New 
York Jewish Evangelization Society, Inc., 
56 Second Ave., New York City, 10 
cents.) There are times when a brief, 
pointed message on the Second Coming 
of Christ is especially desired. Not a 
long treatise on prophecy, but an unan- 
swerable argument showing its truth, 
importance, and value. Dr. Monro, Vice- 
President of the New York Jewish Evan- 
gelization Society, and an officer of a 
number of other Christian organizations, 
has written such a pamphlet. In it he 
shows with warmth and attractiveness 
that the Blessed Hope of the Lord’s re- 
turn is the key to the Scriptures, the true 
interpreter of history, solves the enig- 
ma of, present world conditions, and 
is a great motive to separation and serv- 
ice. Under the latter head, he brings 
forcefully to view the fact that many of 
the great soul-winners and Christian 
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leaders of this and the past generation 
were ardent believers in that Blessed 
Hope. 


The Abundant Gospel. By Anton 
Darms. (Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 21st St., 
New York City, $1.) Some Bible studies 
begin with the text then wander away 
from it too far almost to make a grace-. 
ful return. These sixty-eight lessons on 
the Book of John are not of that sort, 
for not only is each division headed with 
appropriate references, but the author 
sprinkles almost every paragraph with, 
Bible quotations, comparing Scripture 
with Scripture. The book is marked out 
in three, major divisions,—the seeking, 
serving, and saving Saviour, with the 
three words, light, life, and love, recur- 
ring many times throughout. And there 
are two things which capture the eye, 
—the black-faced type heading each 
chapter and subdivision, and the perti- 
nent personal question that ends each 
lesson. One of these last is, “Have you 
learned to wait upon God when the an- 
swer to your prayer is delayed, being 
confident that God will overrule the de- 
lay to your good?” Mr. Darms writes 
without any adornment of story, poem, 
or literature quotation, but with a sturdy 
faithfulness to the great fundamentals of 
the Gospel. 


The Bearing of Archeology on the Old 
Testament. By Professor George L. Rob- 
inson, D.D. (American Tract Society, 
New York, N. Y., $1.75.) Of vital impor- 
tance in evaluating this well-written 
and illuminating study in archeology is 
the author’s description of himself as 
goldsmith rather than miner, that is, 
as one who has never himself uncovered 
stone or stele, potsherd or papyri, tablet 
or inscription, but has given himself to 
the interpretation of these archeological 
discoveries. His historical survey of 
ancient monuments from Egypt, Baby- 
lonia, Arabia, Asia Minor, Syria, and 
Palestine is therefore highly informa- 
tive and more than well done. Some 
sixty archeological finds, well catalogued, 
are discussed in arresting style. There 
are some thirty-five illustrations, ample 
footnotes, a bibliography of selected lit- 
erature in the field, Scripture and sub- 
ject indexes,1 and a two-page pictorial 
map of the Bible lands discussed. The 
content of the volume was originally 
presented as the Princeton Theological 
Seminary L. P. Stone Lectures. 

The interpretive features of the book, 
while helpful here and there, are quite 
unacceptable. Those who believe that 
“holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21) 
will hardly accept the influence and psy- 
chology of Egypt, Babylonia, and Arabia 
that our author predicates of Moses and 
other Old Testament writers. For ex- 
ample, because the hieroglyphics of the 





The Editors are aware that “indices” is one 
plural form of “‘index”’; but “indexes” is given 
in Webster’s, 5th edition, 1939, as the prefer- 
red form. 

















‘Lesson for August 30 





They Are Asking for 
the Times 
* 
HE boys in the camps are asking 
for the Truss. The requests 
come through the interest of chap- 
lains, officers, and friends, and THE 


Sunpay ScHoot Trmes would like to 
say, “Yes,” to every one of them. 


Some friends are making possible 
this “Yes” in enough cases to war- 
rant us in supposing that there 
would be a great many such requests 
if there should be offered any spe- 
cial arrangement for soldiers and 
sailors. 


Because of the many changes of 
address, frequently known only to 
the authorities and not always to 
the parents of the boys, THE Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL TrmMEs can hardly under- 
take to mail copies to individual 
men of the forces because the men 
are moving about from one head- 
quarters. to another so frequently. 
However, a package, large or small, 
can be sent to any camp in the 
United States or Canada for distri- 
bution to the men, and this can be 
done at $1.00 for one year’s sub- 
scription per copy. Many a friend 
of the men who are thus in the serv- 
ice of the country will be glad in- 
deed to send to the camps, if not to 
the individuals, a number of the 
copies of the Times for distribution 
there. 


For instance, you might like to 
send twenty-five copies to a certain 
camp. In that case, kindly place 
your order for twenty-five copies to 
be sent to a certain camp in which 
you are interested, and for fifty-two 
weeks they will thus be supplied to 
that camp. 


This rate applies, of course, only 
to those who are in the military 
service of the country. It does not 
apply to others, for it is slightly 
more than one-half the club rate 
for THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times, but 
the Times is glad to share the ex- 
pense in this distribution among 
these men who are making great 
sacrifices for the country to which 
they give their allegiance. 


Tue SunDAY ScHOOL Times COMPANY 











You may have a handy binder for your 
copies of THE Sunpay ScHooL Times if 
you will send in two new 24-week sub- 
scriptions at $1 each. Or, the binder 
may be purchased at $1.25 postpaid, from 
The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia. 
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Rosetta Stone are “divine” words writ- 
ten by the god Thoth, it was psycholog- 
ically natural for the Hebrews to accept 
the Ten Commandments as the sacred 
writing of God (p. 25). 

Again, the Book of Job reflects Egyp- 
tian influence when, in 3:11-14, it refers 
to the building up of the “waste places” 
(American Standard Version). Our author 
says that for waste places it is better 
to read pyramids. However, the Hebrew 
original of waste places is the word 
Chorbah, used forty-two times in the Old 
Testament. Any Hebrew concordance 
will reveal that the word has no mean- 
ing other than waste, desolate, desert, 
decay. Whence then the “better” pyra- 
mid? The answer is to be found on 
page 37, Vol. I, of Driver-Gray’s com- 
mentary on Job in the International 
Critical Commentary series. There one 
may view the details of the highly de- 
structive process of conjectural text 
emendation used by these higher critics 
of the Old Testament to change Job’s 
word Chorbah into a word for pyramids. 
It is as though one changed friend into 
fiend by arbitrarily deciding to omit the 
r from the former word. Despite this 
our interpreter says pyramids is the bet- 
ter translation. It is not translation: it 
is human conjecture (p 37). 

Again, the phrase “finger of Thoth” 
occurs in an inscription wherein the sun 
god Ra addresses the dragon Aphophis. 
Our author contends that Moses was ac- 
quainted with this Egyptian phraseology, 
and, knowing the psychology of the Is- 
raelites, used the term “finger of God” 
to express the divine origin of the Ten 
Commandments in the strongest phrase- 
ology of which he was capable (pp. 
43, 44). One wonders why God put His 
words intd Moses’ mouth! 

Again, the Tell el-Amarna Tablets are 
a “safer guide” than Judges or Chron- 
icles if one wants the truth about Jeru- 
salem. Says our author (p. 60): “The 
ancient and probably original name of 
the Holy City was ‘Jerusalem’ not ‘Jebus’ 
as was formerly supposed from Judges 
19:10, 11 and 1 Chronicles 11:45” (this 
should be 1 Chronicles 11:4, 5). Yet one 
of the texts cited says Jebus is Jerusa- 
lem and the other tells us that Jerusalem 
is Jebus. They are wrong, says.Profes- 
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sor Robinson, the Tell el-Amarna tab- 
lets are right! 

Again, — and one stands astonished be- 
fore the closing declaration: “Moses mar- 
fied an Arabian woman, the daughter of 
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YOUNG MEN 


OF ABILITY AND PROMISE, 
seventeen years of age and 
older, may enlist in the Re- 
serve Corps of the Army, 
Navy, and Marines, including 
the aviation branches, and 
continue their education at 
Wheaton College as candidates 
for officers’ training under the 
Government's established 
quotas. This includes young 
men who are now subject to 
call and those who are about 
to register for Selective Serv- 
ice. For further information 
inquire at a local recruiting 
office or write 


Mr. Enock C. Dyrness, Registrar 


WHEATON COLLEGE 


WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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a Midian priest, who was a worshipper 
of Jehovah and who instructed Moses in 
the new cult. Jehovah was apparently 
a Midianite, or North Arabian deity” (p. 
110). 

Such statements as these, and others 
that could be cited, are a fresh demon- 
stration that it is the interpretation of 
archeological discoveries, and not the 
finds themselves, which undermines and 
endangers faith in the Bible as the ver- 
bally inspired and infallible Word of 
God, 


The Whirlwind. By Ethel Hubler. 
(Ethel Hubler, 126 W. Third Street, Los 
Angeles, Calif., 25 cents.) Miss Hubler 
is the editor of the National Voice, a 
periodical devoted to prohibition, “the 
oldest dry weekly in America— now 
in its 71st year.” This booklet contains 
stories, poems, statistics, information, 
startling facts about liquor and the ter- 
rible toll it takes daily of American 
lives and income, The incidents are all 
short, reasonable, and very much to the 
point. They not only show the argu- 
ments of human logic against the curse 
of liquor, but also the teachings of the 
Word of God concerning it, for the 
author is a Christian. Her closing ap- 
peal is to Christians in our present na- 
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tional crisis to pray and work as never 
before that liquor may be driven from 
our doors. The items are just the kind 
to use in Sunday schools, young people’s 
groups, and men’s organizations —in 
fact, in any place in the church or out 
of it where Christians want to strike a 
blow at our national curse. 


Walks with Our Lord through John’s 
Gospel. Volumes 1 and 2. By Erling C. 
Olsen. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $3 a set.) Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith says that the work of Erling 
Olsen is born of four loves,— love for the 
Lord Jesus, love for God’s Word, love 
for souls, and love for the writings of 
great men. It is amazing also that 
these Sunday morning broadcasts — 100 
“Walks,” totalling 650 pages—could be 
accomplished withceut verbosity or tire- 
some repetition. But far from being 
bored, the reader, even though he sets 
out to “skim,” will find himself pausing 
continually to extract unexpected sweet- 
ness from some new interpretation or 
new depth of meaning. 

A good example of the former is the 
explanation of Cana’s miracle. Mr. Ol- 
sen shows that Christ did not make 162 
gallons of wine, as certain have con- 
tended, for the waterpots were set, the 
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Would You Like to Have This Book 


Bible Questions Answered 


by William L. Pettingill, well-known au- 
thor, Bible teacher and evangelist. Author 
of the article in THE TIMES (Jan. 10), 
**Should a Christian Go to War?”’ 


as a Gift? 
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Bible states, “for the purifying of the 
Jews,” —for bathing and not for drink- 
ing purposes. That which became wine 
was drawn directly from the well. Why 
then the filling of pots with water? Be- 
cause none may énjoy tHe wine of 
Heaven (fellowship with God) until all 
righteousness is fulfilled, the righteous- 
ness of obedience in repentance, faith, 
baptism, and the like. 


Theological arenas are not shunned by 
Mr. Olsen, for he frankly discusses tran- 
substantiation, free grace versus God’s 
sovereignty, sanctification, true and false, 
and other issues, all of which are taken 
“to the law and to the testimony,” as 
the touchstone of understanding in the 
realm of divine truth. “If any man will 
do his will, he shall know —” again and 
again Mr. Olsen declares it, and his 
sane, unprejudiced interpretations con- 
firm the truth of this promise. But Evo- 
lution, “A Limited Atonement,” “The 
Jesus Way of Life,” and all such shib- 
boleths of Modernism have no place in 
his vocabulary. Nor does he spare church 
formality and religion apart from the 
miracle working Christ. 


Both volumes abound in quotations, 
from Josephus and Pascal to F. B. Meyer 
and G. Campbell Morgan. And the illus- 
trations, especially those concerning the 
author’s own little daughter, are as 
fresh as they are inspiring. The covers 
suggest green canopied walks in an eter- 
nal summerland —fitting carriers for 
the Gospel of light and life. 


Come Before Winter. By Janie Lan- 
caster McMinn. (Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. 
2lst St., New York, $1.25.) Rare indeed 
are the gifts of a storyteller whose 
work brings profit and pleasure equally 
to adults and children. The authors of 
Heidi and Hans Brinker were such, and 


Mrs. McMinn has added to a like talent 
that consecration which devotes itself 
to the incomparable, true stories of God’s 
Word. Beginning with the last Bible 
picture of Luke as he waited with Paul 
for Timothy to “come before winter,” 
the author goes back then to the first 
of Luke’s narratives, The Dumb Mes- 
senger. She follows next with The Mar- 
velous Mystery, “It Came to Pass,” and 
A Window Pane, this last being John, 
the Baptizer. In all, twenty-one stories 
are taken from Luke’s Gospel, most of 
which are linked for additional emphasis 
with tales from the Old Testament. 
Constant use is made of fitting mem- 
ory texts which stand out in different 
print like flowers in a garden. Some 
place is given also to stories outside the 
Bible, a fine example being that of John 
Bunyan’s conversion. And Mrs, McMinn 
stresses particularly the truth of our 
Lord’s near return, interpreting propheti- 
cally even the parable of the Good Sa- 
maritan. Picture illustrations are as 
oddly appealing as the style of writing, 
and any who own this volume will want 
also its companion, “Come and See.” 


of forty years’ experience in dealing 
with difficult questions from the plat- 
form and classroom. It contains 635 specific 
questions, under 42 main subjects, and is 
thoroughly classified with subject index, and 
an index of all Scripture references used. 
It is a “classic” in its field, and is a book 
that should be particularly helpful in these 
days of many perplexing problems and diffi- 
cult decisions. 


How You May Obtain a Copy 
Without Money Cost 


A copy will be given to any Tres subscriber who will send us two new 
24-week subscriptions at $1.00 each. This offer is good in the United States 
only, and the subscriptions are to be from new subscribers, or those who have 
not been subscribers within the past six months. Just send us the names and 
addresses of the two new subscribers and $2.00 by check, cash, or money order, 
and the book will be sent to you without charge. The two names will be 
entered on our mailing list to receive the Tomes for 24 weeks each. 


To help you in interesting others in subscribing, we will gladly send you a 
supply of sample copies of the Times for free distribution. A post card from 
you mentioning this offer will bring the sample copies to you at once. 


This offer good on NEW subscriptions only 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Te: book represents an accumulation 























Lesson for August 30 


“The Daystar Arises on an 
Italian Home” 


By Nicholas Pirolo (1166 Diversey 
St., Chicago, 50 cents.) 


ERE is the story of “the conversion 

of an Italian family from the dark- 
ness of sin and the superstition of Ro- 
manism to the glorious light of salva- 
tion through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
And what a family it was, Neopolitan, 
with all the passionate outbreaks of 
the South Italians, no less inflamed 
through the father’s drink. They had 
a little farm in Michigan. “My father 
would often become infuriated when 
matters went ill with the cattle. At 
times he would lift his eyes to the 
heavens and curse as though from the 
depths of his soul. It made us shudder 
more than once. When the young calves 
refused to eat and drink, in his rage 
he would take their very lips in his and 
bite them as a madman.” Yet it was a 
religious family, after the fashion of 
Rome. Seated at a table, father and son 
on one side, mother and daughter on 
the other, they repeated the rosary often 
an hour at a time. 


“While we were very little children 
we knew and said our prayers at night, 
— three ‘Our Fathers,’ three ‘Hail Marys,’ 
and ten prayers for each of our four 
grandparents who had died. There were 
‘holy pictures’ on the walls, ‘yet we had 
no peace or rest in body or mind or 
soul, I feared to die.’” It was a house 
divided against itself. “At one time my 
father actually seized a knife and started 
after my sister. He secured knives and 
other such articles and placed them in 
different parts of the house to have them 
handy in case an argument required that 
each had the wherewithal to defend him 
or herself.” The knife-play of South 
Italy ! 

“Home was a dreadful place! We 
feared continually what might next de- 
velop !” 

What brought it to such a pass? Mr. 
Pirolo has no doubt on this point. It 
was “that ancient system of Satanic 
origin,” Babylonian paganism reappear- 
ing in contemporary Romanism. 

When nineteen years of age, and liv- 
ing in Milwaukee, Nicholas Pirolo was 
soundly converted, freed from the power 
of sin, given a deep inner calm. Then 
he preached Christ to his sister, who 
Was going round and round in the tread- 
mill of merit-making. “If our good deeds 
outweigh our evil ones, well and good. 
Heaven will be our reward. ... If the 
balance is the other way, then look out !” 
She was a nurse in a Catholic hospital, 
but was converted from treadmill re- 
ligion. “I wept from conviction of sin: 
then for joy of forgiveness.” 

Oh, the children of the Lord 
Have a right to shout and sing, 


For the way is growing bright 
And our souls are on the wing. 
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We are going by and by 
To the palace of a King. 

She left the hospital and got work in 
a factory, doing personal work and street 
preaching, and then felt the call to the 
ministry which she now engages in 
jointly with her preacher husband in 
Sheboygan, Wis. “Often my sister and 
I, who once fought like beasts, now find 
ourselves on the same platform, preach- 
ing Christ.” 

Followed father, sister, and mother into 
the Kingdom. “Mother was unable to 
read, but after her conversion she 
learned, going through the Bible many 
times. She has knowledge of the deep 
spiritual significance of many Scripture 
passages, which has been a source of 
constant marvel to me. About a year 
after my father came to the knowledge 
of Christ, he went to be with the Lord. 
To my mother, at his bedside, he related 
experiences and told of visions which 
God had given him in those last mo- 
ments, and sang praises to God till his 
very last breath.” 


What a change! How mighty the 
Spirit of God! “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house. . And he... was 
baptized, he and all Te a © a And. 
he . . . rejoiced, believing in God with 
all his house.” 


This was the conversion of a whole 


- house from a quarreling cage of human 


animals into a Christian family. Nicholas 
Pirolo is an evangelist. When preach- 
ing in Italy they said of him, “As you 
were speaking I saw the very words be- 
come fiamelli in the room.” Fiamelli 
means flames of fire! 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 24 to 30 

Mon.—Genesis 32:1-8. Jacob’s Distress, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jacob was 
greatly afraid and distressed.” Jacob’s 
sins and his fear of punishment worried 
him in an hour of danger. God uses 
such fears to bring souls down before 
Him in prayer. Many since Jacob, 
moved by fears and anguish, have been 
led to seek the mercy of God. He is a 
“present help in trouble.” Confess sin 
and pray for God’s help in your present 
distress. Pray for Medicine Lake Bible 
Camp, 810 S. 7th St., Minneapolis, Minn. 


Tues.—Genesis 32:9-12. Jacob’s Prayer for Help. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Deliver me, I 
pray thee, from the hand of my brother, 
from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, 
lest he will come and smite me, and the 
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Sell Christmas Cards 


Start Making Money at Once 
PERSONAL IMPRINTED CARDS including 
three 50-for-$1.00 lines and two 25-for-$1.00 lines. 

BOX ASGORTMENTS including our outstanding 

Blue Ribbon assortment. Gift Wrappings, Etchings. 

and Religious assortments. Write at once 
CHAS. A. BELZ CO. 

1711 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 









GHOZELL Chrintma, CARDS 


for ‘Lake orders for America’s finest 21-folder $1 
Yourself, Christmas assortments. Sell on sight. Also un- 
oe. on | excelled Religious cards, Birthday, Every Day, 
——_. and Gift Wra Pg occemenes, Sam- 

on approva “hy rite at once. 
Dept. 215b Clinton, Mass. 
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4 cncluetve, 60 charming f 
Srey name, only $1. 
fice Sa erry ane Sens 
ARTISTIC CARD CO., 158 Way, Elmira, N.Y. 





Say you saw it in The Sunday School Times. 












HERE'S A QUICK WAY TO EARN MONEY 
s©‘* PERSONAL CHRISTMAS CARDS 





CHRISTIAN 


valve om the marek. A $1; ng Sm Se doubt 
oe ees the market. A $1. 76 value, Our Co; of 18 
Beripture Test Folders for Birthday, Sick. iympethy. nT selle readil 
at $1.00. All have envelopes to mateh. As a Sample offer “Ser waoens wad 
either of the above ~The 65c. Two or more Boxes 
bp gett groupe earn ge _ 
perience need: Profit up to 100%. Sell our KO %, line of 12 Bos 
Suprinen = ments; also over 300 Books and Bibles. We suggest you order 
early year. 


SHEPHERD’S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown,Pa.,Bex 38 





pn. easy to take orders for 
these amazing Personal 
Cards. Colorful designs, 
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Generous Apa on moe boxed assortments. 
Many other wit items, Never before have we 
offered such a superb line. Christ- 


Cards in great d 
the leaden” in beautiful an 





ao Aine, 
a tetas 
tional sentiments, with or w thout Scripture 


texts--50 cent and $1.00 box assortments. Also 
=e Personal Name assortments, gift wrap- 
ings, Triumphant Life calendars and other 
items will earn you easy Christmas money. 
ail card today for approval sample offer. 
Don’t delay! Be first in your community. 
TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS 
Dept. 0-27, Anderson, Ind. or Sacramento, Calif. 
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BEN LIPPEN BOYS SCHOOL 
Asheville, North Carolina 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 


8 acres mountain woodland. Beautiful situation. 
Standard high school college preparatory course. 
High scholastic standards. Athletics. Outside ac- 
tivities recommended by Army and Navy authorities. 
Spiritual atmosphere. Moderate rates. Payments 
may made monthly. Term begins September 8. 
Write principal, Jonathan G. Williams, M.A., Bib.Ed. 





When answering advertisements, say, “I read 
about it in the Times.” 








After high school — what? 


There’s an answer for every young 
Christian . . . Moody Bible Institute. 
If you're going on to college, get 
established in your faith first. If you're 
planning on business, take a year off 
and study your Bible. If you expect 
to be a preacher or a missionary, 
investigate the longer specialized 
courses. Tuition is free, with living ex- 
penses and private music lessons at 
reasonable rates. Write for details. 
Next term, Sept. 9. 


Bike h THE DEAN 


153 INSTITUTE PLACE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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mother with the children.” Jacob’s need 
was very real. His prayer was definite. 
He needed God’s protection for himself 
and family. The wrath of Esau caused 
him to pray, “Deliver me”! God’s ear 
is still open to the cry of distress. Pray 
for “Maranatha” Conference, Muskegon, 
Mich. 


Wed.—Judges 6:36-40. Gideon’s Prayer for Help. 


Prayer Succestions: “God did so.” 
Gideon, afraid of being deceived, prayed 
that God would make clear to him His 
will. Two tests were asked of God, and 
these were given in answer to prayer. 
“God did so.” You, too, can put God to 
the test by obeying Him and by believ- 
ing His promises. Praying people are 
certain to be blessed. Pray for Winona 
Lake Christian Assembly, Winona Lake, 
Ind. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 7:5-11. 
Samucel’s Prayer for Help. 
PRAYER SvucacesTions: “Samuel cried 
unto the Lord for Israel; and the Lord 
heard him.” Prayers of individuals are 
homored of God, and useful in getting 
great blessings for people. Samuel’s 
prayer is an example. He was re- 
quested to pray because he was known 
to be a man of God. God answers the 
prayers of righteous people. Pray for 
victory for our Allied Nations in this 
war of aggression. 


Fri.—Psalm 27:1-6. Prayer and Trust. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “In the time of 
trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion.” 
Prayer and trust are the fruit of faith. 
One who believes God prays, and the one 
who prays trusts for protection and de- 
liverance. God calls upon you to seek 
His face. Answer, “Thy face, Lord, will 
I seek.” “Wait on the Lord”; you will 
be of good courage. God will strengthen 
your heart. Pray for Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, IIl. 


Sat.—Psalm 34:1-9. God the Deliverer. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “I sought the 
Lord, and he heard me, and delivered 
me from all my fears.” God along can 
deliver from the guilt and power of sin 
and from death. In the Scriptures and 
in experience also we find this to be ab- 
solutely so. Look to Him and be en- 
couraged. “The angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them.” Pray for 
the New England Keswick, Monterey, 
Mass. (156 Fifth Ave., N. Y.) — 


Sun.—Psalm 28:6-9. Praise for Deliverance. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed be the 
Lord, because he hath heard the voice 
of my supplications.” If God were silent 
when we pray for His aid, our hearts 
would faint and hope would die. He is 
merciful to the voice of our prayer. 
God’s mercy makes the heart rejoice 
and causes lips to offer praise. Pray for 
“Elohim Island” Conference, Box 432, 
Castile, N. Y. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
fll per cent, THe Sunpay ScHoo, TrMes sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 


addition to the 11 per.cent) frequently made. 


on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 


Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Tuwes bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 


Tue Sunpay ScuHoo, Tres is paying the 
War Exchange Tax for all of its Canadian 
subscribers. 


Christian Youth 


.Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year: 


68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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